SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

In re Standard Jury Instructions in Criminal Cases—Report No.

2013-03

146 So. 3d 1110 (Fla. 2014) - No. SC13-1254 - Decided August 28, 2014

SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Florida authorized for publication and use four new standard criminal jury

instructions and amendments to ten existing instructions. The amendments address felony murder,

capital penalty proceedings, arson, boating under the influence, hired or leased property, and the sale

of alcoholic beverages to or by persons under 21.
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Original proceeding in which the Supreme Court Committee on
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and amended standard criminal jury instructions for the Court's
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Published Florida Supreme Court opinion; precedential as to the
Court's authorization and the stated limitation on the legal effect of
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Supreme Court should authorize the proposed four new standard criminal jury instructions

for publication and use.

2. Whether the Supreme Court should authorize the proposed amendments to ten existing standard criminal

jury instructions for publication and use.

HOLDINGS

1. The Court authorized for publication and use new instructions 11.18, 12.9, 14.10, and 29.3, and
amended instructions 7.3, 7.5, 7.6, 7.11, 12.1, 12.2, 28.14, 28.15, 28.16, and 28.17, as proposed by the

Committee.

2. Authorization for publication and use of the standard instructions does not foreclose requests for
additional or alternative instructions or challenges to the instructions' legal correctness.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“In authorizing the publication and use of these instructions, we express no opinion on their correctness and
remind all interested parties that this authorization forecloses neither requesting additional or alternative
instructions nor contesting the legal correctness of the instructions.” (-3-)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Committee proposed four new standard criminal jury instructions and amendments to ten existing
instructions. The proposals addressed felony murder, capital penalty proceedings, arson, sexual misconduct by a
psychotherapist, failure to return hired or leased property, boating under the influence, and sale or service of
alcohol to a person under twenty-one. The Court considered the Committee's report and filed comments before
authorizing the instructions.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Committee published its proposals for public comment and received comments concerning several proposed
instructions. After considering the Committee's report and the comments, the Supreme Court authorized the
proposed new and amended instructions for publication and use, subject to the Court's express disclaimer that

the authorization constituted no opinion on their legal correctness.
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