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SUMMARY

The Eleventh District Court of Appeals of Ohio dismissed Marilyn A. LaForge’s appeal for lack of
jurisdiction because her notice of appeal was filed after the 30-day deadline under App.R. 4(A)(1). The
court declined to address whether the underlying judgment was a final appealable order and assessed
costs against the appellant.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Appellant filed an appeal from a trial-court judgment. Appellees
moved to dismiss for lack of jurisdiction based on the untimely notice
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it of jurisdiction.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appeal had to be dismissed because the notice of appeal was filed after the deadline
prescribed by Ohio Appellate Rule 4(A)(1).

2. Whether the court could review whether the underlying judgment was a final appealable order despite
the untimely notice of appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. A notice of appeal from an order final upon entry must be filed within 30 days of the order's entry;
because LaForge filed after the January 12, 2026 deadline, the notice was untimely and the appeal had to
be dismissed for lack of jurisdiction.

2. Because the untimely notice of appeal deprived the court of jurisdiction, the court could not review
whether the underlying judgment was a final appealable order.

KEY QUOTATIONS

““[A] party who wishes to appeal from an order that is final upon its entry shall file the notice of appeal
required by App.R. 3 within 30 days of that entry.”” (¶ 3)

“The Supreme Court has held that the failure to comply with the time requirements of App.R. 4(A) is a
jurisdictional defect, which is fatal to an appeal.” (¶ 4)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

LaForge sought to appeal a December 11, 2025 judgment of the Geauga County Court of Common Pleas. She
filed her notice of appeal on January 14, 2026, although the 30-day deadline expired no later than January 12,
2026. The parties disputed whether the judgment was a final appealable order, but the court resolved the appeal
on the independent jurisdictional ground that the notice was untimely.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Geauga County Court of Common Pleas entered judgment on December 11, 2025. LaForge filed a notice of
appeal on January 14, 2026, two days after the January 12 deadline. The appellees moved to dismiss, and
although LaForge agreed the appeal should be dismissed, she argued it should be dismissed for lack of a final
appealable order and remanded for entry of a final order. The Eleventh District dismissed the appeal for lack of
jurisdiction without reaching the final-appealable-order issue.
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