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SUMMARY

The Nebraska Supreme Court reviewed allegations that District Judge Gregory M. Schatz improperly
used his judicial authority to secure the release of a friend from jail before arraignment. The court
found clear and convincing evidence of violations of the Nebraska Code of Judicial Conduct and Neb.
Rev. Stat. § 24-722(6), but imposed a public reprimand based on the isolated nature of the misconduct
and mitigating circumstances.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether clear and convincing evidence established that Schatz committed judicial misconduct by using
his judicial authority to obtain the prearraignment release of a friend.

2. Which provisions of the Nebraska Code of Judicial Conduct, Nebraska Constitution article V, section 30,
and Neb. Rev. Stat. § 24-722(6) Schatz violated.

3. What sanction was appropriate in light of the misconduct and the mitigating circumstances.

HOLDINGS

1. The Nebraska Supreme Court reviews the Commission's findings and recommendations de novo,
independently determines whether the charges are supported by clear and convincing evidence and
which provisions were violated, and determines the appropriate discipline.

2. Schatz committed willful misconduct prejudicial to the administration of justice and bringing the judicial
office into disrepute by using his judicial authority to obtain the release of a friend before arraignment
and outside the normal bond-setting process.

3. A public reprimand was the appropriate sanction for Schatz's misconduct.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Schatz improperly exercised his judicial authority for Davlin, a friend. Such misconduct cannot be
condoned.” (959)

“Considering the nature of the misconduct and the various mitigating circumstances, we agree.” (959)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Gregory M. Schatz, a Nebraska district judge, learned that his friend Michael Davlin was in jail in connection
with a felony drunk-driving case. Schatz contacted the jail, identified himself as a judge, and ordered Davlin
released on his own recognizance before arraignment and without payment of bond. Schatz promptly
acknowledged the mistake, apologized, cooperated with the disciplinary process, completed a judicial ethics
course, and had no prior disciplinary history.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Commission charged District Judge Gregory M. Schatz with judicial misconduct after he used his judicial
authority to direct jail personnel to release a friend before arraignment without payment of bond. A special
master found violations and recommended no more than a public reprimand; the Commission independently
adopted the findings and recommended a public reprimand. Schatz filed a consent to reprimand, and the
Nebraska Supreme Court independently reviewed the record and imposed a public reprimand.
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