SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

Standard Jury Instructions—Civ. Cases (No. 00-1)

795 So. 2d 51 (Fla. 2001) - No. No. SC00-1805 - Decided March 8, 2001

SUMMARY

The Florida Supreme Court authorized amendments to the Standard Jury Instructions in Civil Cases in

case No. SC00-1805. The amendments addressed preliminary voir dire, introductory trial instructions,

defamation claims, prejudice and sympathy, and an instruction upon discharge of the jury. The opinion

cautioned that the instructions and accompanying notes reflected the committee’s views and did not

foreclose requests for additional or alternative instructions.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Supreme Court of Florida should authorize the proposed amendments to the Standard Jury
Instructions in Civil Cases for publication and use.

2. Whether the proposed preliminary voir dire and jury-discharge instructions should be adopted

notwithstanding the comments received during the publication process.

HOLDINGS

1. The court authorized the proposed amendments to the Standard Jury Instructions in Civil Cases for

publication and use, effective when the opinion became final.

2. Authorization for publication and use does not constitute an opinion on the legal correctness or
applicability of the instructions and does not foreclose requests for additional or alternative instructions
or challenges to their legal correctness.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We express no opinion on the correctness of these instructions and remind all interested parties that this
authorization forecloses neither requesting additional or alternative instructions nor contesting the legal

correctness of these instructions.” (at 52)

“The amendments shall be effective when this opinion becomes final.” (at 52)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Committee on Standard Jury Instructions (Civil) submitted proposed amendments to Florida's standard civil
jury instructions. The amendments included a preliminary voir dire instruction addressing juror candor and a
new instruction concerning discharge of the jury. The proposals underwent publication, comment, and

republication procedures before the court considered them.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The committee proposed amendments and published them for public comment in The Florida Bar News. One
comment was received concerning proposed instruction 1.0, and three comments were received concerning
proposed instruction 7.4. Instruction 7.4 was republished with additional language and stylistic changes, after
which no further comments were received. The Supreme Court authorized the amendments for publication and

use.
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