THIRD DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL OF FLORIDA

Amy Knights v. Citizens Property Insurance Corporation

Knights - No. No. 3D22-0026 - Decided March 1, 2023

SUMMARY

The Third District Court of Appeal of Florida affirmed a final judgment in favor of Citizens Property

Insurance Corporation. The court held that the trial court did not abuse its discretion in rejecting or

selecting the jury instructions and verdict form concerning coverage for water-heater damage allegedly

excluded as caused by constant, repeated leakage or seepage.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court erred by rejecting Knights's proposed jury instructions and verdict form.



2. Whether the trial court used an erroneous jury instruction and verdict form.

HOLDINGS
1. The trial court did not abuse its discretion in rejecting Knights's proposed jury instructions and verdict
form or in using the challenged instruction and verdict form.
KEY QUOTATIONS

“Finding no abuse of discretion by the trial court, we affirm.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Knights sought insurance coverage for damages allegedly caused by a water heater leak. Citizens denied

coverage, asserting that the leak resulted from constant, repeated leakage or seepage, an excluded cause under
the policy. A jury returned a verdict for Citizens.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Knights sued Citizens for coverage under her homeowner's insurance policy for damage allegedly caused by a
water heater leak. Citizens denied coverage based on the policy's exclusion for constant, repeated leakage or

seepage. After a jury verdict for Citizens, the circuit court entered final judgment, which the Third District Court
of Appeal affirmed.
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