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SUMMARY

This Report and Recommendation addresses pro se pretrial detainee Tokumbo Howell’s 42 U.S.C. §
1983 claims concerning detention-center conditions, medical treatment, and alleged negligence. The
magistrate judge recommends dismissal without prejudice, without leave to amend, and without
issuance or service of process based on failure to state a claim and failure to bring the case into proper
form.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the complaint stated a § 1983 claim against Sheriff Lewis and the Berkeley County Sheriff's
Department when it alleged no specific facts connecting those defendants to constitutional violations.

2. Whether the Berkeley County Detention Center was a proper § 1983 defendant.

3. Whether the alleged mattress conditions, slip-and-fall incident, rude comments, lack of an x-ray, and
denial of diabetic meals stated Fourteenth Amendment deliberate-indifference claims.

4. Whether the court could exercise federal jurisdiction over the alleged South Carolina negligence claims.

5. Whether dismissal was warranted because Howell failed to comply with the order requiring him to bring
the case into proper form.

HOLDINGS

1. A § 1983 complaint must allege specific facts showing each defendant's personal involvement in the
asserted constitutional violation; a supervisory-liability claim requires facts showing knowledge of a
pervasive risk, deliberately indifferent or tacitly approving conduct, and an affirmative causal link.
Howell alleged no such facts against Sheriff Lewis or the Sheriff's Department.

2. A detention center, as a building or group of buildings rather than a person or state actor, is not amenable
to suit under 42 U.S.C. § 1983.

3. The alleged mattress deprivation, slip and fall, rude comments, failure to provide an x-ray, and denial of
diabetic meals did not state a Fourteenth Amendment deliberate-indifference claim because Howell
failed to allege a sufficiently serious deprivation, deliberate indifference to a serious risk, or facts
showing that the defendants were responsible for the challenged conduct.

4. Because the complaint failed to state a valid federal claim and the parties were not alleged to be
completely diverse, the court should not exercise supplemental jurisdiction over the South Carolina
negligence claims.

5. Dismissal without prejudice was alternatively warranted under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41
because Howell failed to comply with an explicit order requiring him to provide summonses and
completed USM-285 forms after being warned that noncompliance could result in dismissal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Deliberate indifference is a very high standard – a showing of mere negligence will not meet it.”

“It is well settled that rudeness and unprofessionalism by prison staff do not constitute a federal or
constitutional violation under Section 1983.”



FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Howell was a pretrial detainee at the Berkeley County Detention Center. He alleged that he was given a thin
mattress for two days, slipped in standing water caused by ceiling leaks, received only Tylenol instead of an x-
ray after the fall, was denied diabetic meals, and was subjected to rude comments by Nurse Ladson. He sought
ten million dollars in punitive and compensatory damages under § 1983 and apparently under state negligence
law.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Howell, a pretrial detainee proceeding pro se, filed claims alleging unconstitutional conditions of confinement
and inadequate medical care, together with South Carolina negligence claims. The magistrate judge had
previously ordered him to bring the case into proper form and advised him of pleading deficiencies and the
opportunity to amend. Howell failed to provide the required documents or file an amended complaint, leading to
the recommendation that the action be dismissed.
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