UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
OHIO, WESTERN DIVISION AT DAYTON

Accel Schools SR LLC v. Travonna Hunter

Accel Schools - No. 3:25-cv-303 - Decided January 15, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio grants Travonna Hunter’s pro se

request for additional time to move to set aside the clerk’s entry of default. The order sets deadlines of

February 6, 2026, for Hunter’s motion and February 20, 2026, for Plaintiff’s reply, and warns that

failure to respond may result in default judgment.
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After the Clerk entered Defendant's default, Defendant submitted a pro
se letter and Plaintiff moved for default judgment. The court construed
the letter as a motion for an extension of time to move to set aside the

clerk's entry of default and granted the extension.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether Defendant's pro se letter should be liberally construed as a motion for an extension of time to

file a motion to set aside the clerk's entry of default.

2. Whether Defendant had shown good cause for an extension of time to seek relief from the clerk's entry
of default.

3. What briefing schedule and notice should govern Plaintiff's pending motion for default judgment.

HOLDINGS

1. The court liberally construed Defendant's pro se letter as a motion for an extension of time to file a

motion to set aside the clerk's entry of default.

2. For good cause shown, the court granted Defendant an extension of time to file a motion and

accompanying memorandum to set aside the clerk's entry of default.

3. The court left the clerk's entry of default in place, established a briefing schedule for a motion to set it
aside, and warned that Plaintiff's motion for default judgment may be granted if Defendant failed to file

a timely response.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“For good cause shown, the Court GRANTS Defendant’s request.”

“Defendant is placed on NOTICE that if she does not file a timely response, Plaintiff s motion for default
judgment may be granted and entered against her.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Accel Schools SR LLC filed the civil action against Travonna Hunter. Hunter was served but did not answer by
the stated deadline, leading the Clerk to enter default. Hunter later submitted a pro se letter in response to

Plaintiff, and Plaintiff moved for default judgment.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed the civil action on September 15, 2025. Defendant was served on September 23, 2025, but did not
answer by the October 14, 2025 deadline. The Clerk entered default on October 28, 2025. Defendant filed a pro
se letter on December 19, 2025, and Plaintiff moved for default judgment on December 22, 2025. The court
granted Defendant until February 6, 2026, to file a motion and memorandum to set aside default, allowed
Plaintiff to reply by February 20, 2026, and warned that default judgment could be entered if Defendant did not

respond.
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