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SUMMARY

The court confirmed a prison disciplinary determination finding petitioner guilty of assaulting staff,
engaging in violent conduct, and creating a disturbance. It held that substantial evidence supported the
determination, that credibility issues were for the Hearing Officer, and that any error in denying access
to the injured officer’s medical records was harmless.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether substantial evidence supported the prison disciplinary determination finding petitioner guilty of
assaulting staff, engaging in violent conduct, and creating a disturbance.

2. Whether the Hearing Officer improperly resolved credibility issues against petitioner.

3. Whether denial of petitioner's request for the injured officer's medical records required annulment of the
determination.

4. Whether the Hearing Officer was biased or the determination resulted from bias.

HOLDINGS

1. The determination was supported by substantial evidence from the misbehavior report, related
documentation, and the involved correction officer's testimony.

2. Petitioner's denial and retaliation claim presented credibility issues for the Hearing Officer to resolve
and did not warrant annulment of the determination.

3. Although the Hearing Officer should not have denied petitioner's request for the injured officer's medical
records without a showing that disclosure would jeopardize institutional security, the error was harmless
and did not require reversal.

4. The record did not indicate that the Hearing Officer was biased or that the determination flowed from
alleged bias.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The misbehavior report and related documentation, together with the testimony of the correction officer who
was involved in the altercation, provide substantial evidence supporting the determination of guilt” (759)

“Although the Hearing Officer should not have denied petitioner’s request for the medical records of the
officer injured in the assault absent a showing that it would jeopardize institutional security, any such error
was harmless in light of the overwhelming evidence presented establishing petitioner’s guilt” (760)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

After being transferred to a different cell block, petitioner asked a correction officer about the shower schedule.
When told that he would need to ask different staff members, petitioner became agitated and struck the officer in
the chest, resulting in a physical altercation. He was charged with assaulting staff, engaging in violent conduct,
and creating a disturbance, and was found guilty after a tier III disciplinary hearing.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Following a tier III disciplinary hearing, petitioner was found guilty of assaulting staff, engaging in violent
conduct, and creating a disturbance. The determination was affirmed on administrative appeal. Petitioner then
commenced a CPLR article 78 proceeding, which was transferred to the Appellate Division for review.
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