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SUMMARY

The Sixth Court of Appeals of Texas dismissed Oliver W. Hart, III’s appeal for want of jurisdiction.
The court held that the trial court’s dismissal of Hart’s motion concerning parole and the Interstate

Compact was not an order from which the Texas Legislature authorized an appeal.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Hart appealed the trial court's dismissal for lack of jurisdiction of a

post-conviction motion concerning jurisdiction over his parole and the

Interstate Compact.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The appellate court independently determined whether the Texas
Legislature authorized an appeal and therefore whether the court had
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Court of Appeals had jurisdiction over Hart's appeal from the trial court's dismissal of his
motion concerning parole and the Interstate Compact.

2. Whether the trial court's November 24, 2025 dismissal order was an order from which the Texas

Legislature authorized an appeal.

HOLDINGS

1. The Court of Appeals lacked jurisdiction because the record did not indicate that the trial court entered

an appealable order authorized by the Texas Legislature.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The standard for determining jurisdiction is not whether the appeal is precluded by law, but whether the

appeal is authorized by law.” (at 2)

“Because there is no indication in the record presently before this Court that the trial court entered an
appealable order, we are without jurisdiction to hear Hart’s appeal.” (at 3)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In January 2010, a jury convicted Oliver W. Hart, 111, of possession of a controlled substance, and the trial court
sentenced him to forty-five years' confinement. In November 2025, Hart filed a motion concerning jurisdiction
over his parole and the Interstate Compact in the original criminal cause. The trial court dismissed the motion for

lack of jurisdiction, and Hart attempted to appeal that dismissal.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Hart was convicted by a jury in January 2010 of possession of a controlled substance and sentenced to forty-five
years' confinement. In November 2025, he filed a motion in the original trial-court cause number, and the trial
court dismissed it for lack of jurisdiction. Hart filed a notice of appeal from that order. After requesting and
receiving an extension to respond to the appellate court's jurisdictional inquiry, Hart failed to establish that the

order was appealable. The Court of Appeals dismissed the appeal for want of jurisdiction.

DISPOSITION

dismissed
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