UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF UTAH

My Move Mortgage, LL.C v. Stephanie Bevard

My Move Mortgage v. Bevard - No. 2:25-cv-00954-DBB-CMR - Decided March 11, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Utah granted in part and denied as moot in part
Defendant Stephanie Bevard’s motion to dismiss. The court held that venue was improper under 28
U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) because the substantial events underlying My Move Mortgage, LL.C’s breach-of-
contract and related claims occurred in Arkansas rather than Utah. The complaint was dismissed

without prejudice, and the Rule 12(b)(6) motion was denied as moot.
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DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendant moved under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(3) to
dismiss for improper venue and under Rule 12(b)(6) for failure to state
a claim.

STANDARD OF REVIEW On a Rule 12(b)(3) motion, the court examined the nature of the

claims and the acts or omissions underlying them, then determined
whether substantial events material to those claims occurred in the
forum district. The court considered defendant's evidence to the extent
it controverted the complaint's venue-related allegations. On a Rule
12(b)(6) motion, the court assessed the sufficiency of the complaint,
accepting well-pleaded factual allegations as true but disregarding

legal conclusions and conclusory recitals.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether venue was proper in the District of Utah under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(2) because a substantial

part of the events or omissions giving rise to My Move's claims occurred there.

2. Whether the complaint failed to state a claim under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(6).

HOLDINGS

1. Venue was improper in the District of Utah because the acts and omissions with a close nexus to My

Move's breach-of-contract and related claims occurred in Arkansas, not Utah.

2. The court declined to reach the merits of the Rule 12(b)(6) motion because dismissal for improper venue

resolved the case and rendered the failure-to-state-a-claim motion moot.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“a judicial district in which a substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to the claim occurred”

4

“The parties’ choice not to include a venue provision should be honored, and the governing law provision
should not be interpreted to supply one by implication.” (7)

“Defendant’s motion under Rule 12(b)(3) is granted. Defendant’s motion under Rule 12(b)(6) is denied as

moot. Plaintiff's complaint is dismissed without prejudice.” (9-10)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Stephanie Bevard worked for My Move Mortgage as a Branch Manager responsible for operations in Arkansas.
Her employment agreement contained noncompetition, confidentiality, and post-termination pipeline restrictions
and provided that Utah law governed the agreement. After Bevard and members of her team announced their
intent to leave, My Move terminated its Arkansas employees; Bevard then persuaded Arkansas referral
businesses to cancel their marketing agreements with My Move and enter agreements with a competitor. The
alleged competition, use of confidential information, and interference with My Move's business relationships all
occurred in Arkansas.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

My Move Mortgage filed a diversity action alleging that former employee Stephanie Bevard breached an
employment agreement and related obligations. Bevard moved to dismiss for improper venue and failure to state
a claim. The court granted the Rule 12(b)(3) motion, denied the Rule 12(b)(6) motion as moot, and dismissed the

complaint without prejudice.
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