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SUMMARY

The Ohio Supreme Court affirmed Michael R. Turner's convictions and death sentences for the
aggravated murders of his estranged wife and Ronald Seggerman. The court rejected challenges to the
validity of Turner's jury waiver and guilty plea, the use of stipulated facts instead of live testimony, the
capital specifications, ineffective assistance of counsel, and the sufficiency of the evidence.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Turner's written jury waiver was voluntary, knowing, and intelligent despite the court's failure
to explain that one juror could prevent imposition of the death penalty.

2. Whether Turner's guilty plea was valid despite the same omission concerning a single juror's ability to
block a death sentence.

3. Whether a three-judge panel in a capital aggravated-murder case may find guilt based on stipulated facts
admitted as an exhibit instead of requiring live testimony.

4. Whether counsel was ineffective for permitting Turner to plead guilty to the prior-conviction
specification based on his Virginia attempted-murder conviction.

5. Whether counsel was ineffective for failing to contest the purposeful nature of Seggerman's killing and
the course-of-conduct specification.

6. Whether the evidence was sufficient to support the witness-murder, course-of-conduct, and prior-
conviction specifications.

7. Whether the two R.C. 2929.04(A)(5) specifications should have been merged for sentencing.

8. Whether Ohio's death-penalty statutes and the imposition of the death penalty were unconstitutional.

9. Whether the aggravating circumstances outweighed mitigation beyond a reasonable doubt and whether
the death sentence was proportionate.

HOLDINGS

1. A written jury waiver signed by the defendant, filed with the court, made in open court after arraignment
and opportunity to consult counsel is sufficient to establish a voluntary, knowing, and intelligent waiver;
the trial court need not explain that a single juror could prevent a death sentence.

2. A guilty plea in a capital aggravated-murder case is not invalid merely because the court did not
specifically inform the defendant that one juror could prevent imposition of a death sentence, where the
court otherwise complied with the required constitutional and Crim.R. 11 advisements.

3. A three-judge panel may rely on stipulated facts admitted as evidence to determine guilt in a capital
aggravated-murder case; the stipulation satisfies the evidentiary requirement even though the
prosecution does not call live witnesses.

4. Counsel was not ineffective for allowing Turner to plead guilty to the prior-conviction specification
because specific intent to kill is an essential element of attempted murder under Virginia law.

5. The stipulated facts were sufficient to permit a finding beyond a reasonable doubt that Turner
purposefully killed Seggerman and therefore committed a course of conduct involving two or more
purposeful killings.

6. The filing of a criminal complaint constitutes 'testimony in any criminal proceeding' for purposes of
Ohio Rev. Code § 2929.04(A)(8), and the evidence supported the finding that Turner killed Jennifer in



retaliation for filing her complaints.

7. The prosecution need not introduce the text of a sister state's statute or a journal entry of conviction
when the defendant stipulates to the prior conviction; the content of the sister state's law is a question of
law and the stipulation supplies proof of the conviction.

8. Turner's claim that the two R.C. 2929.04(A)(5) specifications should merge was waived, and the trial
court's failure to merge them did not constitute plain error.

9. The evidence supported the aggravating circumstances, the aggravating circumstances outweighed the
mitigating factors beyond a reasonable doubt, and the death sentence was proportionate to sentences
affirmed in similar cases.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“a written waiver, signed by the defendant, filed with the court, and made in open court, after arraignment
and opportunity to consult with counsel” suffices.” (at 334)

“When a defendant pleads guilty to aggravated murder in a capital case, a three-judge panel is required to
examine witnesses and to hear any other evidence properly presented by the prosecution in order to make a
Crim.R. 11 determination as to the guilt of the defendant.” (at 337)

“a stipulation, which is agreed to by both parties, is evidence.” (at 338)

“The stipulated facts establish Turner’s purpose to kill.” (at 340)

“Turner’s convictions and sentence of death are therefore affirmed.” (at 348)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Turner had a history of violence, including a 1980 Virginia attempted-murder conviction, and engaged in
escalating domestic abuse, stalking, and threats against his estranged wife, Jennifer Lyles Turner. After Jennifer
filed domestic-violence and telephone-harassment complaints and obtained a temporary protection order, Turner
announced plans to kill her and assembled knives, rope, gasoline, and other items. On June 12, 2001, he located
Jennifer and Ronald Seggerman near Jennifer's apartment, disabled and stabbed Seggerman, and stabbed
Jennifer multiple times; both died. Turner later made statements admitting that he intended to kill Jennifer and
that Seggerman had intervened.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A Franklin County grand jury indicted Turner for two aggravated murders with prior-calculation-and-design
allegations and death-penalty specifications. Turner waived a jury, pleaded guilty to both counts and all
specifications, and stipulated to most of the prosecution's supporting facts. The three-judge panel accepted the
plea, found him guilty, conducted a mitigation hearing, and imposed death; the Supreme Court of Ohio affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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