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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Ohio imposed reciprocal discipline on Donald Henry Barnes based on his
indefinite suspension by the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts. The court indefinitely
suspended Barnes from practicing law in Ohio, subject to reinstatement conditions including
reinstatement in Massachusetts and compliance with Ohio bar rules.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether Ohio should impose identical or comparable discipline under its reciprocal-discipline rule after
a Massachusetts court indefinitely suspended Barnes and Barnes failed to respond to the Ohio show-
cause order.

2. What conditions and related obligations should govern Barnes's indefinite suspension and any future
reinstatement in Ohio.

HOLDINGS

1. Under Gov.Bar R. V(11)(F)(4), the Supreme Court of Ohio imposed an indefinite suspension from the
practice of law in Ohio based on the certified Massachusetts order indefinitely suspending Barnes.

2. Barnes may not petition for reinstatement in Ohio until at least five years after the Ohio order and may
not be reinstated unless he is reinstated in Massachusetts and satisfies the Ohio rules and the conditions
imposed by the order.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“respondent, Donald Henry Barnes, Attorney Registration No. 0053330, last known address in Cleveland,
Ohio, be indefinitely suspended from the practice of law in Ohio.” (¶ 3)

“Respondent may not petition for reinstatement until the expiration of at least five years from the date of this
order and will not be reinstated to the practice of law in Ohio until such time as respondent is reinstated to the
practice of law in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.” (¶ 3)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Supreme Judicial Court for Suffolk County, Massachusetts, entered an order on January 5, 2010, indefinitely
suspending Donald Henry Barnes. Disciplinary Counsel filed the certified order in Ohio, and Barnes neither
notified the Ohio Clerk within the required 30 days nor responded to Ohio's show-cause order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Disciplinary Counsel filed a certified copy of a Massachusetts order indefinitely suspending Barnes from
the practice of law. After Barnes failed to notify the Ohio clerk of the discipline and did not respond to Ohio's
show-cause order, the Supreme Court of Ohio imposed identical or comparable reciprocal discipline.
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