UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF

NEW YORK

Christian Mercado a’k/a Debra Mercado v. Utomi Haidome

No. 24 Civ. 2784 (AT) (SLC) (S.D. N.Y. 2025) - No. 24 Civ. 2784 (AT) (SLC) - Decided December 1, 2025

SUMMARY

The Southern District of New York adopted a report and recommendation granting Defendant Utomi

Haidome’s motion for summary judgment in Plaintiff Christian Mercado’s First Amendment free-

exercise claim concerning Wiccan religious practice while detained at Rikers Island. Because no

objections were filed, the court reviewed the report for clear error, found none, dismissed the claim

with prejudice, and directed that the case be closed.
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Defendant moved for summary judgment in a pro se First Amendment
free-exercise action. The motion was referred to Magistrate Judge
Sarah L. Cave for a report and recommendation. After no objections
were filed, the district court reviewed the report and recommendation
for clear error, adopted it, granted summary judgment, and dismissed

the action with prejudice.

Clear-error review of the report and recommendation because no
objections were filed, pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure
72(b)(2).

Unpublished district court order; precedential status is not established
in the source.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court should review the magistrate judge's report and recommendation for clear

error because no objections were filed.

2. Whether the court should adopt the report and recommendation and grant Haidome's motion for

summary judgment.

3. Whether Mercado's First Amendment free-exercise claim should be dismissed with prejudice.

HOLDINGS

1. When no objection is filed to a magistrate judge's report and recommendation, the district court reviews

the recommendation for clear error.

2. The court adopted the report and recommendation in its entirety and granted Haidome's motion for

summary judgment.

3. Mercado's claim was dismissed with prejudice.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Court finds no clear error in Judge Cave’s thorough and well-reasoned R&R. Accordingly, the Court
ADOPTS the R&R in its entirety.”

“Officer Haidome’s motion for summary judgment is GRANTED. Mercado’s claim is dismissed with

prejudice.”
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Mercado alleged that Officer Haidome violated Mercado's First Amendment right to freely exercise the Wiccan
religion while Mercado was detained pretrial at the Otis Bantum Correctional Center on Rikers Island in 2023.
Haidome disputed the claim and moved for summary judgment, asserting failure to exhaust administrative

remedies and failure of the claim as a matter of law.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Christian Mercado sued Utomi Haidome, alleging that Haidome violated Mercado's First Amendment right to
freely exercise the Wiccan religion while Mercado was detained pretrial at Rikers Island. Haidome moved for
summary judgment, arguing that Mercado failed to exhaust administrative remedies and that the claim failed as a
matter of law. Magistrate Judge Cave recommended granting the motion and dismissing the claim with
prejudice; because Mercado filed no objections, Judge Torres reviewed the recommendation for clear error,

adopted it in its entirety, granted summary judgment, and closed the case.
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