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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the District of Colorado denies Ali Alhadje’s petition for a writ of
habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. § 2241 challenging his immigration detention. The court concludes that
Alhadje’s acknowledged refusal to board a flight arranged for his removal constituted conduct causing
or contributing to his continued detention and did not establish a risk of indefinite detention
warranting release. The court directs the Clerk to close the case.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Petitioner filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus under 28 U.S.C. §
2241 seeking immediate release from immigration detention. The
district court denied the petition and directed the Clerk of Court to
close the case.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court evaluated whether the record supported habeas relief from
immigration detention under 28 U.S.C. § 2241, applying the principle
that detention does not become impermissibly indefinite when the
detainee's own conduct prevents removal.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a removable noncitizen is entitled to release from immigration detention under 28 U.S.C. §
2241 when the noncitizen concedes that he refused to board a flight arranged to facilitate removal.

2. Whether the acknowledged refusal to cooperate with removal creates a risk of indefinite detention
sufficient to support habeas relief.

HOLDINGS

1. A removable noncitizen who concedes that he refused to board a flight arranged to facilitate removal is
not entitled to release from detention on the record presented.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Because Petitioner concedes that he refused to board this flight, the Court DENIES his habeas petition.”

“Fundamentally, Petitioner’s acknowledged refusal to board the flight to Louisiana does not raise the specter
of indefinite detention that might otherwise give rise to a valid habeas claim.”

“The risk of indefinite detention that motivated the Supreme Court’s statutory interpretation in Zadvydas does
not exist when an alien is the cause of his own detention.”

“Accordingly, and consistent with the above analysis, the Court DENIES Petitioner’s Application for a Writ of
Habeas Corpus Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2241.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Alhadje was detained while subject to removal. A flight from Denver to Louisiana for staging for removal was
booked for January 20, 2026, but Alhadje refused to board it. He conceded that refusal in his reply, and the court
treated that concession as dispositive because his conduct prevented or delayed his removal.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Alhadje challenged his continued immigration detention under § 2241. Respondents asserted that he had
prevented his removal by refusing to board a January 20, 2026, flight from Denver to Louisiana, and supplied
evidentiary support. Alhadje conceded in his reply that he refused to board the flight. The court denied habeas
relief and closed the case.
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