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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Wyoming affirmed summary judgment and an injunction against Gary W.

Vollan, holding that his denturist practice constituted the practice of dentistry under Wyoming law.

Because Vollan examined patients, created dentures, placed them in patients' mouths, and adjusted

them without working at the direction of a licensed dentist, he was practicing dentistry without a

license.
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The Wyoming Board of Dental Examiners sought injunctive relief
against Gary Vollan, alleging that his denturist practice constituted the
unlicensed practice of dentistry. The district court granted summary
judgment for the Board and enjoined Vollan from practicing dentistry

without a license. Vollan appealed.

Summary judgment is reviewed de novo under the same standards and
materials used by the district court. The record is viewed in the light
most favorable to the party opposing summary judgment, with that
party receiving the benefit of all favorable inferences. No deference is

given to the district court's conclusions on issues of law.
Published Wyoming Supreme Court opinion; precedential.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Vollan's denturist activities constituted the practice of dentistry under Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 33-15-
114.

2. Whether the statutory exception for dental laboratories or dental technicians applied to Vollan's practice.

3. Whether the district court properly granted summary judgment and enjoined Vollan from practicing

dentistry without a license.

HOLDINGS

1. A person practices dentistry under Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 33-15-114(a)(iii) when the person creates oral
prosthetics, places them in the human mouth, or attempts to adjust them after placement. Vollan's

admitted activities therefore constituted the practice of dentistry.

2. The exception in Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 33-15-114(a)(xii) did not apply because Vollan did not construct the

oral prosthetics at the order of a licensed dentist.

3. Summary judgment for the Board and the injunction prohibiting Vollan from practicing dentistry without

a license were proper.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Summary judgment is appropriate when no genuine issue as to any material fact exists and the prevailing

party is entitled to have a judgment as a matter of law.” ( 5)
“Clearly, the appellant is practicing dentistry in multiple ways under the statute.” ( 8)
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Gary W. Vollan operated a denturist practice in Basin, Wyoming. He personally obtained health questionnaires,
examined patients' oral tissues, took impressions, fabricated complete dentures, fitted them, and later adjusted
them. He did not construct the dentures at the order of a regularly licensed dentist. The Board alleged that these

activities constituted the practice of dentistry without a license under Wyoming law.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Board filed the action in the district court on September 9, 2005. The district court concluded that no
material facts were disputed and that Vollan was practicing dentistry without a license as a matter of law,

granting the Board summary judgment and injunctive relief. The Wyoming Supreme Court affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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