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SUMMARY

The Wyoming Supreme Court reviewed the interpretation of a postnuptial agreement in a divorce

proceeding. The court held that retirement accounts listed as separate property in the agreement were

nevertheless subject to the agreement’s specific provision treating post-June 1, 2017 contributions,

earnings, and interest as joint property subject to equitable distribution. The court reversed and

remanded for distribution of those amounts under Wyoming law.
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Appeal from a divorce decree entered after a bench trial in which the
district court interpreted the parties' postnuptial agreement and divided

their property.

Contract interpretation is reviewed de novo. Wyoming law governs
procedural matters, including the standard of review, even when the
parties' choice-of-law provision makes another state's substantive law
applicable.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court erred in interpreting the postnuptial agreement to provide that the retirement
accounts disclosed in Exhibits A and B, including post-June 1, 2017, contributions, earnings, and

interest, were entirely the separate property of the named account holders.

HOLDINGS

1. The postnuptial agreement's distinct retirement-account provision governed the subject retirement
accounts listed in Exhibits A and B. Retirement-account balances, contributions, and interest accruing
before June 1, 2017, were separate property, while contributions, earnings on contributions, and interest

earned on contributions made on or after June 1, 2017, were joint property subject to division.

2. The district court was required to distribute the post-June 1, 2017, contributions, earnings, and interest
from the subject retirement accounts under Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 20-2-114, although the Supreme Court did

not require any particular division.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“all contributions, earnings on contributions, or interest earned on contributions, made on or dafter June 1st,
2017, shall be considered the joint property of the parties and subject to division under applicable legal
standards applied by a court with jurisdiction over the division of property and the parties.” ( 20)

“The post-June 1, 2017, contributions, earnings, and interest from the Subject Retirement Accounts listed on
Exhibits A and B of the postnuptial agreement were joint property subject to distribution by the district court
pursuant to Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 20-2-114.” (9 24)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The parties married in 2017 and entered into a valid and enforceable postnuptial agreement in November 2018.
The agreement listed three of the wife's retirement accounts and one of the husband's retirement accounts as
separate property in attached exhibits, but Paragraph 2 excluded retirement benefits and entitlements from the
agreement's general separate-property provision and Paragraph 5(g) provided a separate formula for dividing
retirement accounts. The district court treated the listed accounts as entirely separate property, including post-
June 1, 2017, contributions, earnings, and interest, while applying the Paragraph 5(g) formula to other retirement

accounts.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The wife filed for divorce in Wyoming in August 2024, and the husband answered and counterclaimed.
Following a two-day bench trial in June 2025, the Sheridan County District Court entered a divorce decree. The
court treated retirement accounts not listed in the postnuptial agreement's exhibits under the agreement's pre- and
post-June 1, 2017, formula, but awarded the entirety of the listed subject retirement accounts to the named

account holders. The wife timely appealed, and the Wyoming Supreme Court reversed and remanded.



DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The district court must determine and distribute the post-June 1, 2017, contributions, earnings, and interest from

the subject retirement accounts under Wyo. Stat. Ann. § 20-2-114. The Supreme Court did not prescribe any
specific division.
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