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SUMMARY

The Texas Court of Appeals for the Second District dismissed Brenda K. Stoker’s appeal from a
forcible detainer judgment as moot because the writ of possession had been executed and she was no
longer in possession of the property. The court vacated the trial court’s judgment and denied the
appellees’ motion for an extension of time to file their brief.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Appellant, proceeding pro se, appealed a county court judgment in a
forcible detainer action awarding appellees possession of real property.
During the appeal, the writ of possession was executed and appellant
lost actual possession of the property.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court applied the jurisdictional mootness standard applicable to
forcible detainer appeals.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the appeal became moot after the writ of possession was executed and appellant no longer
remained in actual possession of the property.

2. Whether appellant demonstrated a meritorious claim of right to current, actual possession sufficient to
preserve the forcible detainer appeal.

3. Whether the trial court's judgment should be vacated and the appeal dismissed as moot.

HOLDINGS

1. An appeal in a forcible detainer case becomes moot when the appellant vacates or is dispossessed from
the property unless the appellant holds and asserts a meritorious claim of right to current, actual
possession. Because Stoker was no longer in possession and did not establish such a claim, the appeal
was moot.

2. When an appeal becomes moot, the court must dismiss the appeal.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“An appeal in a forcible detainer case becomes moot when the appellant vacates the property unless the
appellant holds and asserts a meritorious claim of right to current, actual possession of the property.” (at 2)

“When a case becomes moot on appeal, we must dismiss the case.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court ordered that Korattymuthy, LLC and Sijo Jose were entitled to possession of certain real property
in Tarrant County. After appellant filed her notice of appeal, the writ of possession was executed on November
19, 2025, and appellant was no longer in actual possession. Appellant did not demonstrate a meritorious claim of
right to current, actual possession.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant County entered judgment awarding Korattymuthy, LLC and Sijo Jose
possession of the property. After appellant filed her notice of appeal, the trial court's writ of possession was
executed on November 19, 2025. The court of appeals notified appellant that the appeal appeared moot and
allowed her to show grounds for continuing it; her response did not establish a continuing right to appeal.
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