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SUMMARY

The Illinois Appellate Court affirmed a judgment dissolving the marriage of Vicki and Bobby Bradley.
The court upheld sanctions barring Bobby from claiming a Missouri farm was nonmarital property, an
award of attorney fees, maintenance of $250 per week, and the calculation of child support based on
income from all sources. The court also addressed the classification and distribution of marital

property, including a payable-on-death account.
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DISPOSITION affirmed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Respondent appealed from a judgment dissolving the parties' marriage

and resolving property distribution, attorney fees, maintenance, and
child support, including a sanction barring his claim that a Missouri

farm was nonmarital property.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The discovery sanction, attorney-fee award, maintenance award, and
child-support determination were reviewed for abuse of discretion.
The classification of property as marital or nonmarital was reviewed

under the manifest-weight-of-the-evidence standard.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Published Illinois Appellate Court opinion; precedential within the

applicable Illinois appellate framework.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court abused its discretion by barring Bobby's claim that the Missouri farm was

nonmarital property as a discovery sanction.
2. Whether the trial court abused its discretion in awarding Vicki $6,023 in attorney fees.
3. Whether the trial court abused its discretion in awarding Vicki maintenance of $250 per week.

4. Whether the trial court erred in determining Bobby's net income and setting his child-support obligation
at $750 biweekly.

5. Whether the trial court erred in classifying the payable-on-death account as marital property.

HOLDINGS

1. The trial court acted within its discretion under Illinois Supreme Court Rule 219(c) and Rule 219(c)(iii)

in barring Bobby from maintaining his claim that the Missouri farm was nonmarital property.
2. The trial court did not abuse its discretion by awarding Vicki $6,023 in attorney fees.
3. The trial court did not abuse its discretion by awarding Vicki maintenance of $250 per week.

4. The trial court did not abuse its discretion in determining Bobby's net income and setting his biweekly
child-support obligation at $750.

5. The trial court properly classified the payable-on-death account as marital property.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The purpose of the sanction is to coerce compliance with discovery orders, not to punish the remiss party.”
(961 N.E.2d at 984-985)

“It is reasonable to characterize this as "a deliberate and contumacious disregard for the court's authority."”
(961 N.E.2d at 985)

“The benchmark for determining the amount of maintenance is the recipient's reasonable needs in light of the
standard of living established during the marriage.” (961 N.E.2d at 989)

“"Income" for tax purposes is not synonymous with "income" for determining child support.” (9561 N.E.2d at
990)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The parties were married in 1992 and had two children. During dissolution proceedings, Bobby failed to disclose
a 118-acre Missouri farm in his discovery responses and pretrial affidavit, later changed his account of how he
acquired the property, and repeatedly made inaccurate representations concerning it. The trial court valued the

farm at $227,000, awarded it to Bobby, barred him from claiming it was nonmarital, and awarded Vicki attorney



fees, maintenance, and child support. The court also found that funds in a payable-on-death account derived

from farm income generated through Bobby's personal efforts and therefore constituted marital property.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Vicki Bradley filed a petition for dissolution of marriage in 2009. After discovery disputes and evidentiary
hearings, the trial court entered orders addressing the distribution of marital property, maintenance, child
support, and attorney fees, and later sanctioned Bobby Bradley under Illinois Supreme Court Rule 219(c) by
barring his claim that the Missouri farm was nonmarital. Bobby appealed, raising five challenges. The Appellate

Court of Illinois affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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