UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF
MICHIGAN

Brandon Alarie v. John Alarie, et al.

Alarie - No. 25-10008 - Decided March 11, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan adopted the magistrate judge’s
Report and Recommendation and granted Plaintiff Brandon Alarie’s motion to dismiss. The action was
dismissed without prejudice under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(2), and the remaining

motions were denied as moot.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE The district court reviewed and adopted a magistrate judge's Report

and Recommendation recommending that Plaintiff's motion to dismiss
be granted, the action be dismissed without prejudice, and the

remaining motions be denied as moot. No party filed objections.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The district court reviewed the Report and Recommendation under
Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 72(b)(2) and E.D. Michigan Local
Rule 72.1(d); although no objections were filed, the court
independently reviewed the recommendation and concurred in its

reasoning and result.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court should grant Plaintiff's requested voluntary dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil
Procedure 41(a)(2).

2. Whether the remaining pending motions should be denied as moot following dismissal.

3. Whether Plaintiff could proceed under Rule 41(a)(2) even though some Defendants were eligible for

dismissal without a court order under Rule 41(a)(1).

HOLDINGS

1. The court granted Plaintiff's motion and dismissed the action against all Defendants without prejudice
under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(2).

2. A plaintiff is not required to use Rule 41(a)(1) and may instead seek dismissal under Rule 41(a)(2)

against Defendants who could have been dismissed without a court order.

3. The court denied the remaining motions as moot after dismissing the case without prejudice.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The opinion contains little substantive factual background because the case was resolved on Plaintiff's request
for voluntary dismissal. Plaintiff sought dismissal of the action against all Defendants under Federal Rule of
Civil Procedure 41(a)(2). Several Defendants had not filed an answer or motion to dismiss and therefore could
have been dismissed under Rule 41(a)(1), but Plaintiff elected to proceed under Rule 41(a)(2).

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff moved for dismissal under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 41(a)(2). Magistrate Judge Anthony P. Patti
recommended granting the motion, dismissing the case without prejudice, and denying the remaining motions as
moot. The district court found no objections, independently reviewed the recommendation, concurred in its

reasoning and result, adopted it, granted dismissal, and denied the remaining motions as moot.
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