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SUMMARY

The Iowa Supreme Court considered whether the district court had subject matter jurisdiction to enter

and enforce a consent injunction prohibiting two brothers from contacting each other. The court held

that the district court had equitable jurisdiction to issue the injunction and that lowa Code section

664A.2(2) did not limit that jurisdiction under the circumstances. The court reversed the dismissal and

remanded for further proceedings.
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Patrick appealed the Towa District Court's dismissal of his contempt
proceeding for lack of subject matter jurisdiction. The Supreme Court
of Towa retained the appeal and reviewed whether the district court had
jurisdiction to issue and enforce the parties' stipulated no-contact

injunction.

Subject-matter-jurisdiction and motion-to-dismiss rulings are reviewed
for correction of errors at law. In reviewing the propriety of an
injunction, the court gives weight to the district court's factual
findings.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Iowa District Court had equitable subject matter jurisdiction to issue an injunction

prohibiting personal contact, harassment, and trespass between the parties.

2. Whether Towa Code section 664A.2(2) limited the district court's equitable jurisdiction to issue the
stipulated injunction.

3. Whether the stipulated injunction was valid and enforceable through contempt proceedings.

HOLDINGS

1. The district court had equitable subject matter jurisdiction to issue an injunction protecting Patrick's

personal rights against harassment and assault and his property rights against trespass.

2. Iowa Code section 664A.2(2) does not eliminate or limit the district court's equitable jurisdiction to issue

an injunction outside the statutory protective-order contexts identified in chapter 664A.

3. The district court had authority to issue the injunction through a consent judgment, and the injunction
was not void for lack of subject matter jurisdiction; the contempt proceeding therefore could not be

dismissed on that jurisdictional ground.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“This distinction is important because although a statute cannot deprive a court of its constitutionally granted
subject matter jurisdiction, it can dffect the jurisdiction of the case by prescribing specific parameters of the

court’s authority to rule on particular types of matters.” (at 10-11)

“Neither does it curtail the court’s power or authority to issue injunctions pursuant to the district court’s
equitable jurisdiction, for they are not among the scenarios for which a “protective order” is authorized
under chapter 664A.” (at 12)

“Thus, we reverse the district court ruling dismissing the action and remand for further proceedings
consistent with this opinion.” (at 13)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Patrick and John Ney are brothers whose relationship was acrimonious. Patrick alleged that John had assaulted
and harassed him and his family, trespassed on his property, and entered his home while intoxicated. In 2012, the
brothers stipulated to an order prohibiting threats, abuse, contact, and entry onto each other's property. Patrick
later alleged that John repeatedly violated the order, including by engaging in abusive contact and threatening to
pull a firearm.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Patrick filed a petition for injunctive relief in 2012 based on alleged harassment, assault, and trespass by John.
The parties stipulated to no-contact terms, and the district court entered a consent injunction. After Patrick

sought contempt sanctions for alleged violations, the district court dismissed the proceeding, concluding that the



2012 injunction was void because Iowa Code section 664A.2(2) limited the court's authority to issue protective

orders. The Supreme Court of Iowa reversed and remanded.

DISPOSITION

reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The case was remanded for further proceedings consistent with the opinion, including consideration of Patrick's

contempt application. Costs of the appeal were taxed to the appellee.
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