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SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana granted Offshore Liftboats,
LLC’s unopposed motion to stay discovery. The court stayed and administratively closed the matter
pending resolution of an appeal in Seacor Marine, LLC v. GOL, LLC, while permitting either party to
seek to lift the stay after the appeal.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiff moved to stay discovery. Defendant initially opposed the
motion but withdrew its opposition, and the district court granted the
unopposed motion.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown

TOPICS

discovery dispute appellate procedure civil procedure
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civil procedure discovery admiralty

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court should stay discovery and administratively close the matter pending resolution of the
related appeal.

HOLDINGS



1. The court may stay discovery and administratively close the matter pending resolution of a related
appeal when the motion has merit and good cause supports protection from undue burden or expense.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“District courts maintain “broad discretion and inherent power to stay discovery until preliminary questions
that may dispose of the case are determined.”” (Order and Reasons)

“The court may, for good cause, issue an order to protect a party or person from annoyance, embarrassment,
oppression, or undue burden or expense.” (Order and Reasons)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Offshore Liftboats, LLC brought this action against GOL, LLC. Plaintiff sought to stay discovery while an
appeal in a related action, Seacor Marine, LLC v. GOL, LLC, was pending. GOL initially opposed the stay but
later withdrew its opposition.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The action was pending in the Eastern District of Louisiana. Plaintiff moved to stay discovery, citing the pending
appeal in Seacor Marine, LLC v. GOL, LLC. After Defendant withdrew its opposition, the court granted the
motion, stayed the matter, and administratively closed the case pending resolution of the appeal.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

Upon final resolution of the appeal, either party may move to lift the stay and request a scheduling conference to
reset unexpired deadlines in the scheduling order.
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