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SUMMARY

The Indiana Supreme Court held that a trial court retains authority to consider a prevailing
governmental defendant’s post-judgment petition for attorneys’ fees. The court concluded that such a
petition is collateral to the merits and is not governed by the time limits for motions to correct error or
motions for relief from judgment. The court also held that the trial court’s award did not require
separately stated special findings and affirmed the award of fees to the Town of Brownsburg.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court lacked jurisdiction to award attorneys' fees after entering a final judgment
dismissing Turner's claims.

2. Whether the Town's post-judgment petition for attorneys' fees was an untimely motion to correct error or
motion for relief from judgment.

3. Whether the trial court was required to enter express special findings that Turner's claims or defenses
were frivolous, unreasonable, groundless, or litigated in bad faith before awarding attorneys' fees.

4. Whether the record supported the award of attorneys' fees.

HOLDINGS

1. The trial court did not lose subject-matter or personal jurisdiction merely because it had entered final
judgment. The validity of the post-judgment fee proceeding was governed by procedural rules and
doctrines protecting finality, not by jurisdictional principles.

2. A petition for attorneys' fees is not subject to the time limits governing motions to correct error under
Trial Rule 59(C) or motions for relief from judgment under Trial Rule 60(B), because a fee petition
concerns a collateral matter and does not disturb the merits of the judgment.

3. An order awarding 'costs' does not itself grant or deny attorneys' fees because, under Indiana law, costs
ordinarily means filing fees and statutory witness fees and excludes attorneys' fees.

4. The fee-shifting statutes did not require the trial court to make detailed express special findings before
awarding attorneys' fees. In the absence of a proper request for special findings or an express statutory or
rule-based requirement, the trial court's grant of the Town's fee petition was adequate as to form and
constituted an implicit legal conclusion that the statutory standard was met.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“As such, jurisdictional concepts are simply the wrong analytical tools for determining whether an Indiana
trial court's post-judgment action was a valid exercise of its authority.” (458)

“A petition for fees does not disturb the merits of an earlier judgment or order, so it does not implicate
Indiana Trial Rules 59(C) or 60(B).” (460)

“when a trial court grants a petition for attorneys' fees without making special findings of fact, we look to the
basis of the prevailing party's petition and view the court's order as an implicit legal conclusion consistent
with the main thrust of the petition” (461)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Town of Brownsburg and the Brownsburg Municipal Building Corporation undertook development of a
municipal complex, and R.L. Turner Corporation entered a $12 million general-contractor agreement with
BMBC. After a conditional settlement proposal was not approved by the Town Council and was rescinded by the



BMBC board, Turner sued the Town for tortious interference and later added quantum meruit and third-party-
beneficiary claims. The Town repeatedly warned Turner that it would seek attorneys' fees under Indiana's fee-
shifting statutes, and the trial court ultimately dismissed the claims and awarded the Town fees.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Turner sued the Town for tortious interference and later amended its complaint to add quantum meruit and third-
party-beneficiary claims. The trial court dismissed the claims, granted partial summary judgment on the tortious-
interference claim, assessed costs, and later granted the Town's petition for attorneys' fees. The Court of Appeals
affirmed, and the Indiana Supreme Court granted transfer, vacated the Court of Appeals' opinion, and affirmed
the trial court.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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