FIFTH DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL OF FLORIDA

Nathaniel Brown v. State of Florida

Brown - No. 5D2025-3682 - Decided January 23, 2026

SUMMARY

The Fifth District Court of Appeal of Florida prohibited Nathaniel Brown from making further pro se

filings concerning his Duval County conviction and sentence. The court concluded that Brown had

abused the judicial process through repetitive and frivolous filings and directed the clerk to reject

future filings in the case unless signed by a Florida-licensed attorney.
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Brown filed a petition for writ of habeas corpus invoking the court's
original jurisdiction. After previously denying what amounted to the
petition, the court ordered Brown to show cause why he should not be
barred from further pro se filings concerning his 2005 conviction and

sentence.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether Brown's repetitive and frivolous pro se filings attacking his conviction and sentence constituted

an abuse of the judicial process warranting a bar on further pro se filings in the case.

2. Whether the clerk should be directed to reject future pro se filings concerning the case unless filed by a

Florida Bar member in good standing.

HOLDINGS

1. Brown abused the judicial process through repetitive and frivolous pro se filings concerning his
conviction and sentence, and the court therefore prohibited him from making further pro se filings in that

case.

2. The clerk was directed not to accept future pro se filings concerning Duval County Circuit Court Case
No. 16-2005-CF-001831-A and to summarily reject such filings unless they were filed by a member in
good standing of The Florida Bar.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The Clerk will summarily reject any future filings regarding the referenced case unless filed by a member in
good standing of The Florida Bar.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Brown repeatedly filed pro se appeals, petitions, pleadings, or motions attacking his 2005 conviction and
sentence in Duval County Circuit Court case number 16-2005-CF-001831-A. The appellate court characterized
the filings as repetitive and frivolous and determined that they constituted an abuse of the judicial process.

Brown was given an opportunity to show cause why filing sanctions should not be imposed, but the court found
his response inadequate.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Fifth District Court of Appeal previously denied Brown's habeas-related filing and issued a December 11,
2025 show-cause order based on his repetitive and frivolous filings attacking his conviction and sentence. After
considering Brown's response, the court found that he had failed to show cause and prohibited further pro se
filings concerning the identified Duval County Circuit Court case. The clerk was directed to reject future filings
concerning that case unless submitted by a member in good standing of The Florida Bar.
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