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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia affirmed Ronald L. Adams’s 90-year sentence for

aggravated robbery. The court held that the sentence was not unconstitutionally disproportionate,

considering the seriousness and potential violence of aggravated robbery, Adams’s extensive prior

felony record, the plea agreement, and comparable sentences. Justice Starcher filed a concurring

opinion expressing that the sentence seemed lengthy but declining to second-guess the trial court.
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Defendant appealed the denial of his Rule 35(b) motion seeking
reduction of a 90-year sentence imposed after his guilty plea to
aggravated robbery.

Sentencing orders are reviewed under a deferential abuse-of-discretion
standard unless they violate statutory or constitutional commands.
Review of a Rule 35 motion is for abuse of discretion, underlying facts
are reviewed for clear error, and questions of law and statutory or rule

interpretation are reviewed de novo.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Adams's 90-year sentence for aggravated robbery was unconstitutionally disproportionate to the
offense.

2. Whether the circuit court abused its discretion in denying Adams's Rule 35(b) motion to reduce the

sentence.

HOLDINGS

1. The 90-year sentence was not disproportionate under the subjective and objective proportionality tests

applied to West Virginia constitutional challenges.

2. The circuit court did not abuse its discretion by denying Adams's Rule 35(b) motion for sentence
reduction.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“In determining whether a given sentence violates the proportionality principle found in Article III, Section 5
of the West Virginia Constitution, consideration is given to the nature of the offense, the legislative purpose
behind the punishment, a comparison of the punishment with what would be inflicted in other jurisdictions,

and a comparison with other offenses within the same jurisdiction.” (356-357)

“It is the totality of the circumstances that control our proportionality analysis.” (357)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On October 13, 1999, Adams and an accomplice robbed a convenience store in Winfield, West Virginia, taking
$151.85. No weapon was used, but Adams grabbed and physically assaulted a store clerk. Adams had five prior
felony convictions, including grand larceny, two unlawful-wounding convictions, firearm possession, and drug

possession, and the plea agreement also resolved exposure arising from another aggravated robbery.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

A Putnam County grand jury indicted Adams and an accomplice on two counts. Adams pleaded guilty to one
aggravated-robbery count under an agreement in which the State dismissed the other count, waived a recidivist-
information prosecution, and recommended a 90-year sentence. The circuit court imposed the 90-year sentence,
denied Adams's Rule 35(b) sentence-reduction motion, and the Supreme Court of Appeals affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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