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SUMMARY

The Idaho Supreme Court affirmed the Industrial Commission’s denial of Maria Gomez’s motion to

reopen the record in a workers’ compensation dispute. The court held that causation is necessarily at

issue when a claimant seeks medical benefits, even if the hearing notice does not specifically identify

causation, and that Idaho Code § 72-432 does not presume a causal connection from prior payment of

medical benefits. The court also held that the Commission did not abuse its discretion in denying

additional evidence on reconsideration.
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The Idaho Supreme Court reviews appeals from the Industrial
Commission on questions of law. It will not disturb factual findings
supported by substantial competent evidence, and it reviews the
Commission's decision whether to consider additional evidence on
reconsideration for abuse of discretion. Conclusions regarding
credibility and the weight of evidence are not disturbed unless clearly

erroneous.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Idaho Code section 72-713 required the Industrial Commission to provide specific advance
notice that causation would be litigated when Gomez sought medical benefits and the noticed issue

concerned the reasonableness of treatment.
2. Whether deciding causation without specific notice violated Gomez's due process rights.

3. Whether Idaho Code section 72-432(1) presumed a causal connection because the employer or surety

had initially paid some medical benefits.

4. Whether the Industrial Commission abused its discretion by denying Gomez's motion to reopen the

record and present additional causation evidence.

HOLDINGS

1. Idaho Code section 72-713 does not require the Commission to specifically identify causation in the
hearing notice when the claimant seeks medical benefits and the noticed issue is the reasonableness of
treatment. Causation is necessarily at issue because entitlement to medical benefits requires proof that

the treatment was related to the industrial accident or disease.

2. Gomez's due process rights were not violated because specific notice of causation was unnecessary
where causation was an essential element of her claim for medical benefits.

3. Idaho Code section 72-432(1) does not presume a causal connection between an industrial accident and
medical treatment merely because the employer or surety initially paid benefits. The employee must

prove both that the treatment was reasonable and that it was related to the industrial accident or disease.

4. The Commission did not abuse its discretion by denying Gomez's motion to reopen the record for

additional causation evidence.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Causation is put on issue by virtue of any claim regarding the reasonableness of medical benefits arising
from an industrial accident or disease; even if reasonableness is found—without causation, there is no
entitlement to benefits.” (573-574)

“Therefore, causation cannot be presumed in a Sprague analysis.” (575)
FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Maria Gomez injured her lower back on July 24, 2009, while lifting sixty-pound boxes for Dura Mark, Inc., and

later received medical treatment for alleged disc and radiculopathy conditions. Her treating physicians attributed



her symptoms and treatment to the injury, while defense medical reviewers disputed the diagnosis, causation,
and need for further treatment. After an emergency hearing, the referee and Commission concluded that Gomez
had not proved a causal relationship between the industrial accident and the treatment for which she sought

benefits.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Gomez sought workers' compensation medical benefits after injuring her lower back while lifting boxes at work.
Following an emergency hearing, a referee found that she failed to prove that the treatment was causally related
to the industrial injury; the Industrial Commission adopted those findings and denied reconsideration. Gomez
timely appealed to the Idaho Supreme Court, which affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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