UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF

CALIFORNIA

Shane H. v. Frank Bisignano

No. 19-cv-1435-RSH-KSC (S.D. Cal. Dec. 22, 2025) - No. 19-cv-1435-RSH-KSC - Decided December 22,

2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of California grants Plaintiff’s counsel’s

motion for attorneys’ fees under 42 U.S.C. § 406(b). The court approves $63,308, representing 25% of

the claimant’s past-due Social Security benefits, and directs the Commissioner to pay counsel

$52,667.75 after offsetting previously awarded EAJA fees. The court finds the contingent-fee

agreement and requested amount reasonable.
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Plaintiff's counsel moved under 42 U.S.C. § 406(b) for an award of
attorney's fees from past-due Social Security benefits after the
Commissioner issued a favorable decision on remand. The

Commissioner neither supported nor opposed the motion.

The Court reviewed the requested § 406(b) fee for reasonableness,
beginning with the lawful contingent-fee agreement and considering
whether reduction was warranted for substandard representation,

delay, fraud or overreaching, or a windfall.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the contingent-fee agreement providing counsel 25 percent of Plaintiff's past-due benefits
complied with the statutory limit under 42 U.S.C. § 406(b)(1)(A).

2. Whether the requested $63,308 attorney's-fee award was reasonable under § 406(b), including whether it

should be reduced because of substandard representation, delay, fraud or overreaching, or a windfall.

3. Whether the § 406(b) award had to be offset by the EAJA fees previously awarded for the same work.

HOLDINGS

1. A contingent-fee agreement providing counsel 25 percent of the claimant's past-due benefits is within
the statutory limit imposed by § 406(b)(1)(A).

2. The requested $63,308 fee was reasonable and should not be reduced.

3. The § 406(b) award must be offset by the EAJA fees previously awarded for the same work, resulting in
a net payment of $52,667.75.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Within the 25 percent boundary ... the attorney for the successful claimant must show that the fee sought is

reasonable for the services rendered.” (Opinion at 2)

“The court “first look[s] to the fee agreement and then adjust[s] downward if the attorney provided
substandard representation or delayed the case, or if the requested fee would result in a windfall.”” (Opinion
at 2)

“a lawyer is required to “offset any fees received under § 406(b) with any award that the attorney receives
under § 2412 if the two were for the ‘same work.’”” (Opinion at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Counsel represented Plaintiff in federal judicial-review proceedings concerning the denial of disability insurance
benefits. Following two remands, the Commissioner ruled in Plaintiff's favor and awarded $253,232 in past-due
benefits, withholding $63,308, or 25 percent, for potential attorney's fees. Counsel documented 49.5 hours of
district-court work and sought the withheld amount, offset by $10,640.25 in EAJA fees previously awarded for
the same work.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed this action on July 30, 2019, seeking review of the Commissioner's denial of disability insurance
benefits. The parties stipulated to a sentence-four remand under 42 U.S.C. § 405(g), and the Court remanded the



case on April 28, 2020. The Court subsequently awarded $7,532.67 in EAJA fees. After further administrative
proceedings and a second federal action and remand, the Commissioner awarded Plaintiff $253,232 in past-due
benefits and withheld $63,308, representing 25 percent, for possible attorney's fees. Plaintiff's counsel then

moved for the withheld amount less the previously awarded EAJA fees, and the Court granted the motion.
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