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SUMMARY

The Ohio Supreme Court held that an Ohio Department of Education determination that an entity is
not education-oriented, and therefore ineligible to sponsor community schools, is appealable under
R.C. 119.12. The court reversed the dismissal of Brookwood Presbyterian Church’s administrative

appeal and remanded the case to the trial court.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Ohio Department of Education's determination under R.C. 3314.015(B)(3) that an entity is

not education-oriented is appealable under R.C. 119.12.

2. Whether the word "final" in R.C. 3314.015(B)(3) eliminates the appeal right granted by R.C.
3314.015(D).

HOLDINGS

1. A determination under R.C. 3314.015(B)(3) that an entity is not education-oriented is a decision

disapproving the entity for sponsorship of a community school and may be appealed under R.C. 119.12
pursuant to R.C. 3314.015(D).

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We hold that R.C. 3314.015(B)(3) establishes that a determination that an entity is not education-oriented is
a “decision of the department to disapprove an entity for sponsorship of a community school” under R.C.
3314.015(D) and therefore “may be appealed by the entity in accordance with section 119.12 of the Revised
Code.”” (1 11; 127 Ohio St. 3d at 471)

“Accordingly, we reverse the judgment of the court of appeals and remand the cause to the trial court.” ( 21;
127 Ohio St. 3d at 473)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

In November 2007, Brookwood Presbyterian Church applied to the Ohio Department of Education to sponsor
community schools under R.C. 3314.02(C)(1)(f). Brookwood submitted information about itself and its parent
organization, Presbyterian Church USA. The department determined that Brookwood was not an education-

oriented entity and therefore was ineligible for sponsorship, reaffirming that decision after reconsideration.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Brookwood applied to the Ohio Department of Education for approval to sponsor community schools. After the
department denied the application and reaffirmed the denial on reconsideration, Brookwood filed an appeal
under R.C. 119.12 in the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas. The common pleas court dismissed for lack

of subject-matter jurisdiction, and the Tenth District affirmed before the Supreme Court reversed and remanded.

DISPOSITION



reversed_and_remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The cause was remanded to the trial court for consideration of Brookwood's administrative appeal under R.C.
119.12.
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