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SUMMARY

This document is an order from the United States District Court for the District of Oregon awarding
$16,700 in attorney fees under the Equal Access to Justice Act. The award is subject to verification of
any qualifying federal debt and potential administrative offset under Astrue v. Ratliff.

CASE DETAILS

COURT United States District Court for the District of Oregon

WRITING FOR THE COURT Jeff Armistead

DECIDED January 6, 2026

DOCKET 6:24-cv-02081-AR
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE The parties submitted a stipulated motion for an award of attorney fees
under the Equal Access to Justice Act in connection with the
underlying Social Security action.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished, nonprecedential district court order
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the stipulated motion for attorney fees under the Equal Access to Justice Act should be granted.

2. Whether the EAJA award should be subject to administrative offset for qualifying federal debt and
directed to plaintiff's counsel only if no such debt exists.

HOLDINGS



1. The court granted the parties' stipulated motion and awarded $16,700 in attorney fees under the Equal
Access to Justice Act.

2. An EAJA award must be paid to plaintiff's attorneys only after verification that the plaintiff has no
qualifying federal debt; if such debt exists, the remaining funds after offset must be paid to the plaintiff.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“EAJA awards fees subject “to a federal administrative offset if the Litigant has outstanding federal debts””
(1)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The plaintiff sought attorney fees under the Equal Access to Justice Act. The parties submitted a stipulated
motion requesting an award of $16,700. The court ordered that payment be made to plaintiff's counsel if the
plaintiff had no qualifying federal debt, but required any amount remaining after an offset to be paid to the
plaintiff if such debt existed.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After the underlying Social Security case, the parties jointly sought an EAJA attorney-fee award. The district
court granted the stipulated motion and ordered payment of $16,700, subject to verification that the plaintiff had
no qualifying federal debt for administrative offset.
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