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SUMMARY

The Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania dismissed Lawrence S. Sparano’s objection to Martin B.
Flynn’s nomination petition for the Democratic nomination for State Senator in the 22nd Senatorial
District. The court held that the objection was not timely served on the Secretary of the
Commonwealth as required by Section 977 of the Pennsylvania Election Code, notwithstanding
electronic notice through PACFile. The court directed that Flynn remain on the ballot and canceled the
scheduled hearing.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether an objection to a nomination petition must be served on the Secretary of the Commonwealth
within the statutory period established by Section 977 of the Election Code.

2. Whether electronic transmission through PACFile constitutes timely service on the Secretary when the
Election Code does not specify electronic service as an authorized method.

HOLDINGS

1. A petition to set aside a nomination petition must be both timely filed with the court and timely served
on the Secretary of the Commonwealth; failure to timely serve the Secretary requires dismissal even
when the petition was timely filed.

2. Electronic service through PACFile is insufficient to satisfy Section 977's service requirement in these
circumstances.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A petition to set aside a nomination petition must be timely filed with the court, and it must also be timely
served on the Secretary. Even if the petition is timely filed, failure to serve the Secretary with the petition
within the statutory period requires that the petition be dismissed.” (at 1)

“Electronic service, such as by PACFile as Objector alleges, is not sufficient because opting into PACFile is
no guarantee the Secretary will constantly monitor electronic filing notifications at all hours, and Section 977
sets forth specific times when the Secretary should expect to be served.” (at 3)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Sparano objected to Flynn's nomination petition for the Democratic nomination for State Senator in
Pennsylvania's 22nd Senatorial District. Although Sparano filed the objection in the Commonwealth Court on
March 17, 2026, the petition was not physically served on the Secretary of the Commonwealth until March 18,
2026, after the 5:00 p.m. statutory deadline. Sparano argued that filing through PACFile and an electronic filing
by candidate's counsel provided the Secretary with actual notice before the deadline, but the court rejected
electronic PACFile notice as sufficient service.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Lawrence S. Sparano timely filed a petition to set aside Martin B. Flynn's nomination petition on March 17,
2026. The petition was physically served on the Secretary of the Commonwealth on March 18, 2026, after the
statutory deadline. Flynn moved to dismiss, and the Commonwealth Court granted the application, dismissed the
objection, deemed the nomination petition valid, and directed that Flynn remain on the ballot.
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