
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF
MICHIGAN

Cody Coulton, et al. v. Vincent Gaetano Lombardi, et al.
Coulton · No. 25-cv-13911 · Decided March 5, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan granted Plaintiffs’ motion for
alternate service on Thomas Bradley Messier and XDRIP Digital Management LLC. The Court
authorized service by first-class mail, posting, email, and direct message, and extended the summons
for Defendant Jason Morrow by thirty days.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Plaintiffs moved for alternate service of process on Thomas Bradley
Messier and XDRIP Digital Management LLC and for a thirty-day
extension of the summons as to Jason Morrow.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court applied the standard governing authorization of alternate
service under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(e)(1) and Michigan
Court Rule 2.105(J), requiring a method reasonably calculated to
provide actual notice.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unpublished district court order; precedential status not stated in the
opinion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the court should authorize alternate service on Messier and XDRIP Digital Management LLC
when conventional service could not reasonably be completed.

2. Whether good cause supported extending the summons as to Jason Morrow for thirty days.

HOLDINGS

1. Alternate service was authorized because Plaintiffs demonstrated due diligence in attempting
conventional service and the proposed methods were reasonably calculated to give the defendants actual
notice.

2. The summons as to Jason Morrow was extended for thirty days because good cause was shown.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The constitutional standard requires only that service be "reasonably calculated, under all the
circumstances, to apprise interested parties of the pendency of the action."”

“These facts indicate Defendant Messier resides at this address and is deliberately avoiding service.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

A certified process server made four unsuccessful attempts to serve Messier at his registered-agent address and
observed circumstances indicating occupancy, including interior lights, personal and business vehicles, and
artwork bearing Messier's surname. Certified mail sent to the address was neither accepted nor returned.
Plaintiffs proposed service by first-class mail, posting at the residence, email to XDRIP's published email
address, and direct message to XDRIP's official X.com page.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiffs attempted conventional service on Messier at his registered-agent address, including four process-
server visits and certified mail, but service was unsuccessful. The court granted alternate service by first-class
mail, posting, email, and direct message to XDRIP's official X.com page, and extended the summons as to
Morrow for thirty days.
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