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SUMMARY

The court denied Defendant Rory Lamberton’s motion to dismiss Matan Cohen’s conversion action
under the doctrine of forum non conveniens. The court held that the motion was untimely and that
Lamberton failed to establish Colombia as an adequate and available alternative forum; the private and
public interest factors also supported retaining the case in Michigan.

CASE DETAILS

COURT United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan,
Southern Division

WRITING FOR THE COURT Mark A. Goldsmith

JURISDICTION United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan,
Southern Division

DECIDED January 12, 2026

DOCKET 2:24-cv-10927

DISPOSITION dismissed

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Defendant Rory Lamberton moved to dismiss the plaintiff's conversion
action under the doctrine of forum non conveniens. The court denied
the motion.

STANDARD OF REVIEW On a motion to dismiss, the court construes the complaint in the light
most favorable to the plaintiff, accepts well-pleaded allegations as
true, and draws all reasonable inferences in the plaintiff's favor. The
defendant bears the burden of showing entitlement to dismissal. Forum
non conveniens dismissal requires consideration of deference to the
plaintiff's forum choice, the existence of an adequate alternative
forum, and whether the chosen forum is unnecessarily burdensome.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Unknown; federal district court opinion with no reported citation
identified.

TOPICS



forum non conveniens motions to dismiss civil procedure conversion commercial litigation

PRACTICE AREAS

civil procedure commercial litigation torts

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether Lamberton's motion to dismiss under forum non conveniens was filed too late after substantial
litigation activity.

2. Whether Colombia was an adequate and available alternative forum for the dispute.

3. Whether the action should be dismissed because Cohen's chosen Michigan forum was unnecessarily
burdensome under the applicable private- and public-interest factors.

HOLDINGS

1. A forum non conveniens motion should ordinarily be brought within a reasonable time after the facts
supporting it become known, and Lamberton's motion was filed too late after extensive litigation activity
and without justification for the delay.

2. Dismissal under forum non conveniens is unavailable unless the defendant establishes an adequate and
available alternative forum, and Lamberton failed to show that Colombia could exercise jurisdiction
over all parties and provide a satisfactory remedy.

3. Because Lamberton failed to establish an adequate and available alternative forum, the court did not
need to conduct the remaining forum non conveniens balancing analysis; in any event, the burden of
litigating abroad supported retaining the Michigan forum.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Under the common law doctrine of forum non conveniens, a district court may decline to exercise its
jurisdiction, even though the court has jurisdiction and venue, when it appears that the convenience of the
parties and the court and the interests of justice indicate that the action should be tried in another forum.” (at
335)

“Availability of adequate alternative forums is a threshold test . . . in the sense that a forum non convienens
motion cannot be granted unless the test is fulfilled” (at 607)

“dismissal predicated on forum non conveniens requires availability of alternative forum possessing
jurisdiction as to all parties” (at 357)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Lamberton, a Colorado citizen, purchased a used Lamborghini Huracan through his company, RL Exotics LLC.
RL Exotics sold the vehicle to Mangrove Motorsports LLC, a Michigan company, which then sold it to Cohen, a
Missouri citizen. Approximately two weeks later, Lamberton reported the vehicle stolen to Florida police;
Missouri police seized the vehicle, and Lamberton retook possession. Cohen alleges that Lamberton submitted a
false and fraudulent police report and willfully converted the vehicle.



PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Cohen initially sued Mangrove Motorsports LLC and Charles Bugbee, then amended his complaint to add
Lamberton, Daniel Edri, RL Exotics LLC, and Gustavo Rafael Arias Vargas. The other defendants were
dismissed, leaving Lamberton as the sole remaining defendant. After substantial litigation activity, including an
earlier Rule 12(b) motion, amendment of the complaint, an answer, a Rule 26(f) report, a scheduling order,
deposition notices, and a replevin motion, Lamberton filed the forum non conveniens motion nearly eleven
months after his attorney appeared and approximately fourteen months after litigation began.
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