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SUMMARY

The Fourteenth Court of Appeals addressed an accelerated appeal from a juvenile court order waiving
jurisdiction and transferring the appellant to criminal district court. Because the notice of appeal was
filed within 15 days after the deadline, the court implied a motion for extension and ordered the
appellant to file a proper extension motion supported by a reasonable explanation.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a notice of appeal filed within fifteen days after the deadline permits an implied motion for
extension under Texas Rule of Appellate Procedure 26.3.

2. Whether an appellant must provide a reasonable explanation supporting the late filing even when an
extension motion is implied.



HOLDINGS

1. When a perfecting instrument is filed within fifteen days after its due date, a motion for extension of
time is necessarily implied, even in an accelerated appeal.

2. An appellant whose late notice of appeal results in an implied extension motion must still provide a
reasonable explanation supporting the late filing.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“A motion for extension of time is necessarily implied when the perfecting instrument is filed within 15 days
of its due date.”

“While an extension may be implied, appellant is still obligated to come forward with a reasonable
explanation to support the late filing.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The juvenile court signed an order waiving jurisdiction and transferring appellant to criminal district court on
October 2, 2020. Appellant filed his notice of appeal four days after the October 22 deadline, but within fifteen
days of that deadline.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The County Court at Law No. 4 of Fort Bend County signed an order on October 2, 2020, waiving juvenile-court
jurisdiction and transferring appellant to criminal district court. Appellant's notice of appeal was due October 22,
2020, but was filed October 26, 2020. The court of appeals ordered appellant to file a motion for extension of
time supported by a reasonable explanation by November 30, 2020, warning that failure to comply could result
in dismissal.
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