UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF
LOUISIANA, MONROE DIVISION

Cerly Gleyce de Souza Moita v. Garrett J. Ripa, et al.

Ripa - No. 3:26-CV-01460 SEC P - Decided May 7, 2026

SUMMARY

The court held that jurisdiction over the petitioner’s 28 U.S.C. § 2241 habeas petition attached in the

Southern District of Florida, where she was detained when she filed, and was not defeated by her

subsequent transfer to Louisiana. The court ordered the case transferred back to the Southern District

of Florida under 28 U.S.C. § 1631.
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Petitioner filed a 28 U.S.C. § 2241 habeas petition in the Southern
District of Florida while detained there. After her transfer to Louisiana,
the petition and an emergency motion for a temporary restraining
order were transferred to the Western District of Louisiana, which
determined that jurisdiction remained in the original district and

ordered the case transferred back.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether jurisdiction over a habeas petition is determined by the petitioner's place of confinement at the

time of filing and remains unaffected by a subsequent transfer.

2. Whether the Western District of Louisiana should transfer the case to the Southern District of Florida
under 28 U.S.C. § 1631.

HOLDINGS

1. Jurisdiction attached in the district where the petitioner was confined when she filed the habeas petition

and was not destroyed by her subsequent transfer or custodial change.

2. The case should be transferred to the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1631.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Jurisdiction attached on that initial filing for habeas corpus relief, and it was not destroyed by the transfer

of petitioner and accompanying custodial change.” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Petitioner sought immediate relief from alleged unlawful detention by U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement through a § 2241 petition filed while she was confined at the Broward Transitional Center in
Pompano Beach, Florida. She was subsequently transferred to the Richwood Correctional Center in Richwood,
Louisiana, and the case was transferred to the Western District of Louisiana based on her current place of
confinement.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Cerly Gleyce de Souza Moita filed a § 2241 petition on December 2, 2025, while detained at the Broward
Transitional Center in Pompano Beach, Florida. She was later moved to the Richwood Correctional Center in
Louisiana. After the case was transferred to the Western District of Louisiana based on her current place of
confinement, that court concluded that jurisdiction attached when the petition was filed and ordered transfer to
the Southern District of Florida under 28 U.S.C. § 1631.

DISPOSITION

other

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The Clerk of Court was ordered to transfer the case to the United States District Court for the Southern District
of Florida pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1631.
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