UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF

GEORGIA, MACON DIVISION

Levon Alls v. Captain Jackson, et al.

Alls v. Jackson + No. 5:25-cv-461 (MTT) - Decided February 6, 2026

SUMMARY

The court conducts screening under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B) of Levon Alls’s amended prisoner

civil-rights complaint. The Eighth Amendment failure-to-protect claim against Captain Jackson in her

individual capacity is allowed to proceed, while the deliberate-indifference claim against Jackson,

claims against the warden and Georgia Department of Corrections, official-capacity claims, and most

claims against unknown defendants are dismissed without prejudice. The court gives Alls 60 days to

identify the unknown transport officers and orders service on Captain Jackson.
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Screening order on an amended pro se complaint filed by an inmate
proceeding in forma pauperis under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B).

Under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(e)(2)(B), an in forma pauperis complaint
must be dismissed if it is frivolous or malicious, fails to state a claim,
or seeks monetary relief from an immune defendant. Failure to state a
claim under § 1915(e)(2)(B)(ii) is evaluated under the Rule 12(b)(6)
standard; well-pleaded facts are accepted as true and reasonable
inferences are drawn in the plaintiff's favor, with pro se pleadings

liberally construed.
District court order; precedential status not specified in the source.

Levon Alls v. Captain Jackson, in her individual and official

capacities, Shawn Emmons, in his individual and official capacities,



Georgia Department of Corrections, Unknown Correctional Officers
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1.

Whether Alls plausibly stated an Eighth Amendment failure-to-protect claim against Captain Jackson in

her individual capacity.

. Whether Alls stated a deliberate-indifference-to-serious-medical-needs claim against Captain Jackson

and unknown transport officers.

. Whether the fictitious Doe defendants were described with sufficient specificity to permit pleading

against them.

. Whether Alls plausibly stated supervisory-liability claims against Warden Emmons for failure to protect,

delayed emergency response, failure to train, and failure to supervise.

. Whether the Georgia Department of Corrections and the defendants sued in their official capacities were

immune from the asserted § 1983 claims.

HOLDINGS

1.

Alls plausibly stated an Eighth Amendment failure-to-protect claim because he alleged a substantial risk
of serious harm, Captain Jackson's subjective awareness and disregard of that risk, and a causal
connection between her conduct and the subsequent attack.

. The complaint plausibly stated a deliberate-indifference claim against the unknown transport officers, if

Alls identifies them, because it alleged an objectively serious medical need, subjective disregard of the

risk, and causation.

. Alls failed to state a deliberate-indifference-to-serious-medical-needs claim against Captain Jackson

because the complaint did not allege that she was subjectively aware of his injuries and disregarded

them.

. The description of Does 1 through 10 as unknown correctional officers was insufficiently specific to

permit fictitious-party pleading, so Doe defendants not associated with the transport-officer medical

claim were dismissed; Alls was given 60 days to identify the unknown transport officers.

. Alls failed to plausibly state claims against Emmons for failure to protect, delayed emergency response,

failure to train, or failure to supervise because he did not allege personal participation, a sufficiently
causal connection, actual knowledge of the relevant risk, or a widespread pattern, policy, or custom

causing constitutional violations.



6. The claims against the Georgia Department of Corrections and against Captain Jackson and Emmons in

their official capacities were barred by Eleventh Amendment sovereign immunity and were dismissed.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“To state a failure-to-protect claim, Alls must plausibly allege: (1) a substantial risk of serious harm; (2)
deliberate indifference to that risk; and (3) causation.” (I11.A)

“Supervisory officials are not liable under § 1983 for the unconstitutional acts of their subordinates on the

basis of respondeat superior or vicarious liability.” (11.C)

“Alls has 60 days from the entry of this Order to properly identify the “unknown transport officers” and

amend his complaint to assert a deliberate indifference to a serious medical need claim against them in their
individual capacities.” (111)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Alls alleged that he was incarcerated in Georgia Department of Corrections custody in Cell House F, a housing
unit with a history of violence and gang activity. He told correctional officers and Captain Jackson that he feared
for his life and requested reclassification or removal, but Jackson allegedly ordered him back to Cell House F
after telling him he could fight her or the inmates there. Approximately two days later, gang members attacked
Alls with sharp instruments and a metal pipe, causing multiple stab wounds, head trauma, and a punctured lung.
He further alleged that transport officers delayed taking him to the treating hospital and failed to provide medical
assistance while he struggled to breathe.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Alls initially filed a civil-rights complaint and was granted leave to proceed in forma pauperis. After the Court
conducted a frivolity review and ordered service on Captain Jackson, Alls amended his complaint to add
defendants and claims. The Court screened the amended complaint, allowed the Eighth Amendment failure-to-
protect claim against Captain Jackson in her individual capacity to proceed, dismissed the other asserted claims

and defendants without prejudice, and granted Alls 60 days to identify the unknown transport officers and amend
his complaint as to them.
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