COURT OF APPEALS OF OHIO, THIRD APPELLATE DISTRICT, ALLEN

COUNTY

State v. Brown
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SUMMARY

The Ohio Third District Court of Appeals affirmed Jonathan J. Brown’s conviction and indefinite

sentence for attempted aggravated arson. The court rejected Brown’s constitutional challenges to the

Reagan Tokes Law, including claims based on separation of powers, due process, and the right to a

jury trial.
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1. Whether the indefinite sentencing provisions of the Reagan Tokes Law violate the separation-of-powers

doctrine.
2. Whether the indefinite sentencing provisions of the Reagan Tokes Law violate due process.
3. Whether the indefinite sentencing provisions of the Reagan Tokes Law violate the constitutional right to
a jury trial.
HOLDINGS

1. The indefinite sentencing provisions of the Reagan Tokes Law do not facially violate the separation-of-

powers doctrine.

2. The indefinite sentencing provisions of the Reagan Tokes Law do not facially infringe defendants' due-

process rights.

3. Brown's jury-trial challenge to the Reagan Tokes Law is without merit.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Since the indefinite sentencing provisions of the Reagan Tokes Law went into effect in March 2019, we have
repeatedly been asked to address the constitutionality of these provisions. We have invariably concluded that
the indefinite sentencing provisions of the Reagan Tokes Law do not facially violate the separation-of-powers

doctrine or infringe on defendants’ due process rights.” (1 7)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The Allen County Grand Jury indicted Brown for aggravated arson, a first-degree felony. Pursuant to a
negotiated agreement, the charge was amended to attempted aggravated arson, a second-degree felony, and
Brown pleaded guilty. The trial court imposed an indefinite two-to-three-year prison sentence under the Reagan

Tokes Law after rejecting Brown's constitutional challenge to that law.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

An Allen County grand jury indicted Brown for aggravated arson. Under a negotiated agreement, the trial court
amended the charge to attempted aggravated arson, accepted Brown's guilty plea, and sentenced him to an
indefinite term of two to three years. The trial court overruled Brown's constitutional objection to the Reagan
Tokes Law, and Brown appealed.
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