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SUMMARY

The Rhode Island Supreme Court reviewed a negligence action arising from a student’s injury after
another student pushed him into a bathroom window at Bishop Hendricken High School. The court
held that the plaintiff failed to show a triable issue regarding negligent supervision or the school’s
failure to install safety glass, and it affirmed summary judgment for the school.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the school breached a duty to supervise students by failing to prevent or detect the horseplay
that injured Daniels.

2. Whether the school breached a duty to protect students by failing to install safety glass in the boys'
bathroom window.

3. Whether summary judgment was proper where the plaintiff offered no evidence that the injury-
producing conduct or the window hazard was reasonably foreseeable.

HOLDINGS

1. Assuming without deciding that the school owed Daniels a duty to supervise, a plaintiff seeking to hold
a school liable for an injury caused by another student must show that the student's injurious acts could
reasonably have been foreseen by the school. The absence of a teacher or administrator monitoring the
bathroom, without evidence of a specific foreseeable risk or specific act or omission showing a deviation
from the standard of care, did not establish breach.

2. The school was not liable for failing to install safety glass in the bathroom window because the plaintiff
presented no evidence that the window received heavy use, was situated so as to pose a particular
danger, or otherwise created a foreseeable risk of injury.

3. Summary judgment for Bishop Hendricken High School was proper because the plaintiff failed to
produce competent evidence establishing a disputed material fact concerning breach or foreseeability.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We agree that, rather than hold schools to the standard of being insurers of their students’ safety, a plaintiff
seeking to hold a school liable for injuries resulting from the acts of another student must show that such acts
could have been reasonably foreseen by the school.” (slip op. at 8)

“While compliance with building codes alone may not provide a complete defense, the school had no reason
to foresee that the window might pose a danger, and imposing liability here would be tantamount to making
the school an insurer of its students.” (slip op. at 9-10)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

After classes ended on January 12, 2006, Anthony Daniels remained at Bishop Hendricken High School to work
out in the weight room as a member of the hockey team. While waiting for his mother, he took a friend's book
bag into a boys' bathroom as part of a prank; Zachery Fluette followed, kicked the stall door into Daniels's head,
and pushed him toward a window. Daniels put up his hands, shattered the glass, and lacerated his wrist. The



record contained no evidence of prior horseplay in that area, complaints about Fluette's conduct, or any
particular danger posed by the bathroom window.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Cheryl Daniels filed suit in 2007 against Zachery Fluette, Bishop Hendricken High School, and school agents,
alleging negligence after Anthony Daniels was injured when Fluette pushed him into a bathroom window. The
Superior Court granted summary judgment for the school and Brother Thomas R. Leto in 2011. Leto was not a
party to the appeal, and Fluette settled before the appeal was heard. The Rhode Island Supreme Court concluded
that no genuine issue of material fact existed and affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The record was ordered returned to the Superior Court.
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