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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of New Mexico affirmed the dismissal of a challenge to signatures on a

candidate's nominating petitions. The court held that substantial evidence supported the finding that

Rebecca D. Vigil-Giron had collected enough valid signatures, including evidence summarized from

voter-registration records, and therefore did not reach the separate issue of pleading specificity.
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Plaintiffs appealed the district court's dismissal of their Rule 1-096
NMRA challenge to the validity of signatures on a candidate's
nominating petitions.

Admission or exclusion of evidence is reviewed for abuse of
discretion; the district court's factual finding regarding the number of
valid signatures is reviewed for substantial evidence. Factual disputes
and reasonable inferences are resolved in favor of the prevailing party,
and the appellate court will not reweigh evidence or substitute its
judgment for that of the fact finder.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the district court abused its discretion by admitting Vigil-Giron's summary of valid signatures
under Rule 11-1006 NMRA.

2. Whether substantial evidence supported the district court's finding that Vigil-Giron had submitted

enough valid signatures to qualify for placement on the primary election ballot.

HOLDINGS

1. The district court did not abuse its discretion by admitting Vigil-Giron's exhibit summarizing valid
signatures because the witness testified about its compilation from voter-registration information, the
underlying records were admissible public records, and the challengers had access to the same voter-

registration list.

2. Substantial evidence supported the district court's finding that Vigil-Giron submitted enough valid

signatures to be placed on the primary election ballot.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Therefore, the burden is on the challenger to demonstrate that specific signatures should not be counted”
(196 P.3d 1288)

“we will not reweigh the evidence nor substitute our judgment for that of the fact finder.” (196 P.3d 1290)

“Accordingly, we affirm the dismissal of the challenge on that basis.” (196 P.3d 1291)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Rebecca Vigil-Giron sought to become the Democratic Party's candidate for the United States House of
Representatives from New Mexico's First Congressional District. After failing to obtain the party's pre-primary
designation, she filed additional signatures under NMSA 1978, Section 1-8-33(D), and needed at least 1,214
valid signatures. The challengers claimed that Vigil-Giron was 85 signatures short, while Vigil-Giron introduced
a summary based on Bernalillo County voter-registration records showing that challenged signatures were valid.
The district court credited 102 additional valid signatures, concluding that Vigil-Giron had enough signatures to

appear on the primary ballot.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Rebecca Vigil-Giron sought placement on the Democratic primary ballot after failing to receive the party's pre-
primary designation. Harriet Ruiz, Rosemarie Sanchez, and Whitney C. Buchanan challenged signatures on her
nominating petitions. After an evidentiary hearing, the district court admitted evidence offered by both sides,
found that Vigil-Giron had submitted enough valid signatures, and dismissed the challenge, also concluding that
the complaint failed to identify the grounds for each challenged signature with sufficient specificity. The New

Mexico Supreme Court affirmed on the sufficient-signatures ground and did not reach the pleading issue.
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