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SUMMARY

The Hawaiʻi Intermediate Court of Appeals dismissed Pali's Pools LLC's motion seeking relief from
an order dismissing its appeal and reinstatement based on excusable neglect. The court held that the
company's owner, who was not a licensed attorney, could not represent the limited liability company
and that the motion for reconsideration was untimely.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether a nonlawyer owner may represent a limited liability company in an appeal.



2. Whether Pali's Pools LLC's motion for reconsideration was authorized and timely under Hawaiʻi Rules
of Appellate Procedure Rule 40.

HOLDINGS

1. A nonlawyer owner may not represent a limited liability company in litigation or appellate proceedings.

2. A motion for reconsideration of a dispositional order must be filed within ten days after the order is
filed; a motion filed after that deadline is untimely.

3. The motion for reconsideration was dismissed as unauthorized because it was submitted on behalf of the
LLC by a nonlawyer and as untimely because it was filed after the ten-day deadline.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“"non-attorney agents are not allowed to represent corporations in litigation"” (2)

“"A motion for reconsideration may be filed by a party only within 10 days after the filing of the . . .
dispositional order, or ruling . . . ."” (2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Pali's Pools LLC was the employer-appellant in an appeal arising from a workers' compensation matter. Its
owner, Paul Norris, who was not a licensed attorney, attempted to represent the limited liability company in the
appeal. After the appeal was dismissed, Pali's Pools filed a motion for reconsideration and reinstatement on
January 26, 2026, more than ten days after the December 23, 2025 dismissal order.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The appeal arose from a decision of the Labor and Industrial Relations Appeals Board in case AB 2025-041,
DCD No. 2-2024-321025. The Intermediate Court of Appeals had dismissed the appeal on December 23, 2025.
Pali's Pools LLC, acting through its owner who was not a licensed attorney, filed a motion for relief from the
dismissal and to reinstate the appeal on January 26, 2026. The court dismissed the motion as unauthorized and
untimely and dismissed all pending motions.

DISPOSITION
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