UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF

NEW YORK

Kenneth G. Soberanis v. Jaryn A. Spellman, et al.

Soberanis - No. 6:25-CV-0676 - Decided May 4, 2026

SUMMARY

This Report-Recommendation and Order addresses the initial review of Kenneth G. Soberanis’s pro se
42 U.S.C. § 1983 complaint under 28 U.S.C. §8§ 1915 and 1915A. The complaint alleges excessive
force by Rome police officers and failure to protect by a corrections officer after an inmate assault at

the Oneida County Correctional Facility. The court recommends allowing the individual-capacity

excessive-force claims against Jaryn A. Spellman and an unidentified Jane Doe officer to proceed,

while concluding that the failure-to-protect claim against Hunter Corcoran is insufficiently pleaded.
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Report and recommendation on initial screening of a pro se complaint
filed in forma pauperis under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1915 and 1915A.

At initial review under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1915(e)(2)(B) and 1915A, the
court accepts well-pleaded allegations as true, construes a pro se
complaint liberally, and determines whether it is frivolous, malicious,
fails to state a plausible claim, or seeks relief from an immune
defendant.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the complaint plausibly stated individual-capacity Fourth Amendment excessive-force claims

against Spellman and Jane Doe.

2. Whether the complaint plausibly stated a Fourteenth Amendment failure-to-protect claim against

Corcoran.
3. Whether the complaint plausibly stated a Fourteenth Amendment deliberate-medical-indifference claim.
4. Whether the allegations stated official-capacity claims under Monell v. Department of Social Services.

5. Whether the pro se plaintiff should receive leave to amend claims dismissed at screening.

HOLDINGS

1. The allegations that Spellman and Jane Doe used tasers without an apparent need to subdue Soberanis,
causing injury, plausibly stated Fourth Amendment excessive-force claims sufficient to survive initial

screening.

2. The complaint did not plausibly allege that Corcoran violated Soberanis's Fourteenth Amendment rights
by failing to protect him from an inmate assault, but dismissal without prejudice and leave to amend

were recommended.

3. The complaint did not plausibly allege a deliberate-medical-indifference claim because it did not
identify a named defendant personally involved in Soberanis's medical treatment, but dismissal without

prejudice and leave to amend were recommended.

4. The complaint did not plausibly allege official-capacity claims because it did not plead that a City of
Rome or Oneida County policy, custom, practice, failure to train, or policymaker decision caused the

alleged constitutional violations; dismissal without prejudice and leave to amend were recommended.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Based on the facts alleged in plaintiff's complaint and considering them in the light most favorable to

plaintiff, as the Court must, force was used to arrest plaintiff, resulting in injury.” (at 8)

“As written, plaintiff's complaint does not suggest that Corcoran was anything more than negligent in being
unaware that the broom was left unsecured, and negligence does not suffice to establish deliberate
indifference.” (at 17)

“However, as discussed above, “a municipality may not be held liable under 1983 ‘solely because it employs

a tortfeasor.”” (at 22)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Soberanis alleged that Rome Police Officer Jaryn Spellman tased him in the chest when he answered an
apartment door, causing a fractured sternum, nerve damage, and scarring, and that an unidentified Rome officer



tased him again in a police vehicle. He also alleged that, while detained at the Oneida County Correctional
Facility, another inmate attacked him with an unsecured broom and that he later received inadequate medical
care. He sought $100,000 in damages under 42 U.S.C. § 1983.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Soberanis filed a § 1983 complaint on May 27, 2025, alleging excessive force, failure to protect, and deliberate
medical indifference. The magistrate judge granted in forma pauperis status, screened the complaint,
recommended that the individual-capacity Fourth Amendment excessive-force claims against Spellman and Jane
Doe survive screening, and recommended dismissal without prejudice with leave to amend of the remaining
claims. The report was submitted to the district judge for review under 28 U.S.C. § 636(b)(1).
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