SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

Disciplinary Counsel v. Jones

138 Ohio St. 3d 330, 2014-Ohio-809 (Ohio 2014) - No. 2013-0611 - Decided March 12, 2014

SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Ohio held that Thomas Jones Jr., who was not licensed to practice law, engaged

in the unauthorized practice of law by preparing quitclaim deeds for property sellers. The court

enjoined him from future unauthorized practice, including preparing legal papers for others, but

declined to impose the recommended $10,000 civil penalty because he committed relatively few acts

and did not charge a fee.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether an unlicensed person who prepares quitclaim deeds for another person engages in the

unauthorized practice of law.



2. Whether Jones should be enjoined from further unauthorized practice of law.

3. Whether a civil penalty should be imposed for Jones's unauthorized practice.

HOLDINGS

1. An unlicensed person engages in the unauthorized practice of law by preparing legal documents,

including deeds conveying real property, on behalf of another person.

2. Jones must be enjoined from engaging in the unauthorized practice of law, including attempts to prepare
legal papers on behalf of any entity other than himself.

3. A civil penalty was not appropriate under the circumstances because Jones engaged in relatively few acts

of unauthorized practice and did not charge a fee.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We have previously said that “the practice of law embraces the preparation of legal documents on another’s

behalf, including deeds which convey real property.”” (1 9)

“Thomas Jones Jr. is enjoined from engaging in the unauthorized practice of law, including all attempts to
prepare legal papers on behalf of any entity other than himself.” (] 11)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Jones, who was not licensed to practice law in Ohio, prepared quitclaim deeds transferring four Cleveland-area
properties from two homeowners to Jones and his business partner, disbarred attorney Michael Troy Watson. The
properties were transferred for approximately $100 each, and the deeds were filed with the county recorder.

Jones asserted that he could prepare the deeds because he was a party to the transactions, but the court found that
he prepared the deeds on behalf of the sellers.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Disciplinary counsel filed a complaint alleging that Thomas Jones Jr., who was not licensed to practice law in
Ohio, prepared and filed deeds and court pleadings. Jones filed motions to dismiss but never filed an answer. The
hearing panel granted default judgment, and the board found unauthorized practice of law and recommended an
injunction and a $10,000 civil penalty. The Supreme Court of Ohio accepted the finding and injunction but
declined to impose the civil penalty.
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