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SUMMARY

The Sixth Court of Appeals of Texas at Texarkana affirmed Michael Steven Sickler’s twenty-year

prison sentence following his open guilty plea to sexual assault of a child. In an Anders appeal, the

court independently reviewed the record, found no reversible error, and granted appointed counsel’s

motion to withdraw.
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affirmed

Sickler appealed his conviction and twenty-year sentence following an
open guilty plea to sexual assault of a child. Appellate counsel filed an
Anders brief and moved to withdraw.

In an Anders appeal, the appellate court independently reviews the

entire record to determine whether reversible error exists.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether independent review of the record in this Anders appeal revealed any reversible error.

2. Whether appellate counsel should be permitted to withdraw after filing an Anders brief.

HOLDINGS

1. After independently reviewing the entire appellate record, the court determined that no reversible error
existed and affirmed the trial court's judgment.

2. The court granted appellate counsel's motion to withdraw because the case presented no reversible error

and counsel had complied with Anders requirements.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We have reviewed the entire appellate record and have independently determined that no reversible error
exists.” (at 2)

“In the Anders context, once we determine that no reversible error exists, we must dffirm the trial court’s
judgment.” (at 2)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Sickler was indicted for sexual assault of a child under Texas Penal Code section 22.011(a)(2). He entered an
open guilty plea, and the trial court imposed a twenty-year prison sentence. Appellate counsel reviewed the

record, found no genuinely arguable grounds for appeal, and filed an Anders brief and motion to withdraw.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Sickler was indicted in the 124th District Court of Gregg County, Texas, for sexual assault of a child. He entered
an open guilty plea, and the trial court sentenced him to twenty years' imprisonment. On appeal, appointed
counsel filed an Anders brief asserting that no genuinely arguable issue existed and moved to withdraw. Sickler
was given access to the record and opportunities to file a pro se response but filed none. The court independently

reviewed the record and affirmed.
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