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SUMMARY

The Florida Fourth District Court of Appeal affirmed most rulings in a post-dissolution enforcement
order and dismissed part of the former husband's appeal for lack of jurisdiction. The court held that an
order determining entitlement to attorney’s fees, without determining the amount, is not appealable

and makes the appeal premature as to that issue.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Former husband appealed a post-dissolution enforcement order,

including the trial court's finding that the former wife was entitled to

attorney's fees.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the former husband's challenge to the trial court's finding of entitlement to attorney's fees was

an appealable order when the amount of fees had not yet been determined.



2. Whether the trial court's other four challenged rulings should be affirmed.

HOLDINGS

1. A finding of entitlement to attorney's fees without a determination of the amount of fees is not
appealable; therefore, the former husband's appeal from that ruling was premature and had to be

dismissed for lack of jurisdiction.

2. The trial court's rulings on the former husband's other four issues were affirmed without discussion.
KEY QUOTATIONS
“A finding of entitlement to attorney’s fees without a determination of the amount of fees is not appealable.”

“Affirmed in part, dismissed in part.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The parties were formerly married and the appeal arose from post-dissolution enforcement proceedings. The trial
court entered an enforcement order and determined that the former wife was entitled to attorney's fees, without
determining the amount of those fees. The former husband appealed five issues, including the fee-entitlement

ruling.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The Circuit Court for the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit in and for Palm Beach County entered a post-dissolution
enforcement order and granted the former wife's motion for entitlement to attorney's fees. The former husband
appealed. The Fourth District affirmed four challenged rulings without discussion and dismissed the challenge to

fee entitlement as premature because the amount of fees had not yet been determined.
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