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Development, LL.C, American National Investments, Inc., and Their
Subsidiaries and Affiliates v. Sarah Christine Peterson, Claire

Laureen Peterson, Del Mar Capital Investors, LL.C, and Does 1-10

Freitag - No. 3:25-cv-02257-TWR-AHG - Decided October 29, 2025

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Southern District of California granted the parties’ joint
motion to continue the early neutral evaluation and case management conference. The Court reset both
proceedings for December 8, 2025, established deadlines for confidential settlement statements and

initial disclosures, and set mandatory videoconference and settlement-authority requirements.
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE The parties jointly moved to continue the Early Neutral Evaluation and

Case Management Conference scheduled for November 5, 2025.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court applied a good-cause standard and exercised broad

discretion in determining whether to continue the ENE and CMC.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Likely nonprecedential case-management order; no precedential

designation appears in the opinion.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the parties demonstrated good cause to continue the Early Neutral Evaluation and Case

Management Conference.

2. What procedures and deadlines should govern the continued Early Neutral Evaluation, Case
Management Conference, settlement-authority requirements, ENE statements, initial disclosures,

videoconference participation, and sanctions.

HOLDINGS

1. The parties demonstrated good cause for continuing the ENE and CMC because lead counsel's

conflicting 10-to-12-day jury trial would impair counsel's ability to prepare adequately for the ENE.

2. The court reset the ENE and CMC for December 8, 2025, ordered attendance by parties and responsible
counsel, required full and complete settlement authority, required confidential ENE statements by
December 2, 2025, extended the initial-disclosure deadline to November 26, 2025, and required

compliance with the specified videoconference procedures.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Parties seeking to continue an ENE must demonstrate good cause.” (at 1)

“Full authority to settle means that a person must be authorized to fully explore settlement options and to

agree at that time to any settlement terms acceptable to the parties.” (at 2)

“Counsel appearing without their clients (whether or not counsel has been given settlement authority) will be

subject to immediate imposition of sanctions.” (at 6)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The parties' ENE and CMC were scheduled for November 5, 2025. Lead counsel for the Peterson Defendants
had another matter set for a 10-to-12-day jury trial beginning November 7, and represented that trial preparation
would prevent adequate preparation of the required ENE statements. The parties jointly requested a continuance

and supplied mutually available dates.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The case was pending in the Southern District of California before a scheduled Early Neutral Evaluation and
Case Management Conference. The court granted the parties' joint motion to continue those proceedings because
lead counsel for the Peterson Defendants had a conflicting 10-to-12-day jury trial beginning shortly after the

scheduled conference.
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