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SUMMARY

The Seventh District Court of Appeals of Texas abates John Lyn Brown’s appeal from a judgment
adjudicating him guilty of evading arrest in a motor vehicle and remands the matter to the trial court.
The trial court must investigate the overdue reporter’s record, determine the time needed for
completion, and file a supplemental clerk’s record containing its findings by January 7, 2026, unless
the reporter files the record earlier.
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DISPOSITION remanded

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Appellant appealed from a trial-court judgment adjudicating him
guilty of evading arrest in a motor vehicle and sentencing him to thirty
years of confinement. The appellate reporter's record was not timely
filed.

PRECEDENTIAL VALUE Nonprecedential; the opinion states: "Do not publish."
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. What action should the appellate court take when the reporter's record has not been timely filed and the
reporter has not communicated regarding the delay?

2. What findings and remedial actions must the trial court undertake to facilitate completion and filing of
the reporter's record?

HOLDINGS

1. When the appellate record is not timely filed, the appellate court may abate the appeal and remand the
cause for appropriate trial-court proceedings to determine the reason for the delay, the work remaining,
and the time reasonably necessary to complete the record.

2. The trial court was required to determine what tasks remained to complete the reporter's record, why
those tasks had not been completed, the reasonable time needed to complete them, and whether the
reporter could complete them within that time; if more than thirty days were required, the trial court had
to arrange for a substitute reporter.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“The trial and appellate courts are jointly responsible for ensuring that the appellate record is timely filed.”

“make whatever order is appropriate to avoid further delay and to preserve the parties’ rights”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

The trial court adjudicated John Lyn Brown guilty of evading arrest in a motor vehicle and sentenced him to
thirty years of confinement. The reporter's record was due on November 12, 2025, but had not been filed, and the
reporter did not respond after the appellate court directed her to report on the record's status.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The appeal arose from the 100th District Court of Childress County, Texas, trial court cause number 8085.
Because the reporter's record was overdue and the reporter had not responded to the appellate court's notice
regarding its status, the court abated the appeal and remanded the cause for trial-court findings and corrective
action.

DISPOSITION

remanded

REMAND INSTRUCTIONS

The trial court shall determine what tasks remain to complete the reporter's record, why the reporter has not
completed them, the reasonable time necessary for completion, and whether the reporter can complete the tasks
within that time. If completion, certification, and filing will require more than thirty days, the trial court shall
arrange for a substitute reporter. The trial court shall enter necessary orders, include its findings in a
supplemental clerk's record, and file that record with the appellate court by January 7, 2026. If the reporter files



the record before the trial court acts, she must immediately notify the trial court in writing, and no further trial-
court action is required.
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