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SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Mississippi affirmed summary judgment for RWI Transportation, LLC and
David Williams in a negligence action arising from a second automobile accident allegedly caused by
traffic backed up from an earlier accident. The court held that the first accident was too remote in time
and distance to impose a duty or constitute an actionable proximate cause of George Ready II’s
injuries. The court also concluded that summary judgment was proper because the defendants owed no
duty to Ready under the stipulated facts.
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PROCEDURAL POSTURE Ready appealed from a final judgment dismissing with prejudice his
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the trial court erred in holding as a matter of law that Ready's injuries were an unforeseeable
result of Williams's alleged negligence and that Williams and RWI therefore owed Ready no duty.

2. Whether Williams's alleged negligence was a proximate or proximate contributing cause of Ready's
injuries.

3. Whether Ready was negligent as a matter of law.

HOLDINGS

1. Williams's presumed negligent conduct was too remote in time and distance from Ready's accident to
create a legally actionable duty to Ready; therefore, Williams and RWI did not owe Ready a duty under
the stipulated facts.

2. Summary judgment was properly granted because Ready could not establish the duty element of his
negligence claims as a matter of law.

3. Although causation generally is a matter for the jury, the court could resolve the duty issue as a matter of
law and conclude that the alleged causal connection was too remote to be actionable.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Williams’s presumed negligent conduct was too remote in time and distance to have caused Ready’s
damages. Therefore, Ready’s claims as to Williams and RWI are nonactionable, and summary judgment as a
matter of law was properly granted.” (¶ 14)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Williams was driving a tractor-trailer leased to RWI on Interstate 55 when, during a lane change, his trailer
contacted another vehicle, causing that vehicle to overturn and partially block both northbound lanes. Although
traffic was stopped, the lanes were reopened approximately fifty-five minutes later. About three-fourths of a mile
south of the first accident, Ready, traveling approximately sixty-five to seventy miles per hour, rear-ended a
stopped UPS tractor-trailer that remained in traffic backed up from the first accident. The weather was clear, the
roadway was dry, and the UPS tractor-trailer had its four-way flashers activated.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Ready sued RWI and Williams after a second automobile accident allegedly resulted from traffic backed up by
an earlier accident involving Williams's tractor-trailer. The circuit court granted defendants summary judgment,
finding that the first accident was too remote in time and distance to create a duty or foreseeable causation as to
Ready. The court denied Ready's Rule 59 motion to alter or amend, entered final judgment with prejudice, and
Ready appealed.
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