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SUMMARY

The Indiana Supreme Court held that sufficient evidence supported Craig Ferrell’s convictions for
murder and attempted robbery because the jury could credit an accomplice’s testimony despite
inconsistencies with other evidence. The court declined to apply the incredible dubiosity rule. It
reversed the criminal gang activity conviction because the State failed to prove active gang
membership and a specific intent to further the gang’s criminal goals, while affirming the remaining
convictions.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the evidence was sufficient to support Ferrell's murder conviction despite alleged
inconsistencies and credibility problems in Thompson's testimony.

2. Whether the evidence was sufficient to support Ferrell's attempted-robbery conviction.

3. Whether the evidence was sufficient to support Ferrell's criminal-gang-activity conviction when the
State showed gang affiliation but did not show active membership or specific intent to further the gang's
criminal goals.

HOLDINGS

1. The evidence was sufficient to support Ferrell's murder and attempted-robbery convictions because
Thompson's testimony, although inconsistent in some respects with other evidence, was not inherently
contradictory, equivocal, or coerced, and the jury was entitled to credit it.

2. The evidence was insufficient to support the criminal-gang-activity conviction because the State
showed, at most, that Ferrell was affiliated with a gang that committed criminal offenses; it did not
prove active membership or specific intent to further the gang's criminal goals.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Under the "incredible dubiosity rule," a court will impinge upon the jury's responsibility to judge witness
credibility only when confronted with inherently improbable testimony or coerced, equivocal, wholly
uncorroborated testimony of incredible dubiosity.” (746 N.E.2d at 50)

“The State's case on this offense consisted only of evidence that Ferrell, at some point, was a member of a
gang that commits criminal offenses. That is not enough.” (746 N.E.2d at 51)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

On January 14, 1999, a group of men attacked and beat Edward Crafter, whose body was found in a field the
next morning. Trial witness Tommy Thompson testified that Ferrell and another accomplice beat Crafter,
searched his pockets, dragged him, and stabbed him; the autopsy showed blunt-force injuries and multiple stab
wounds causing death. The State also introduced evidence that Ferrell had tattoos identified as symbols of the
Vice Lords gang, but it presented no evidence that he was an active gang member or that he intended to further
the gang's criminal goals when the offenses occurred.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

After a jury trial, the trial court convicted Ferrell of murder, attempted robbery, aggravated battery, and criminal
gang activity and imposed an aggregate sentence of 100 years. Ferrell appealed to the Supreme Court of Indiana,



which reversed the criminal-gang-activity conviction for insufficient evidence and affirmed the remaining
convictions.

DISPOSITION

reversed
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