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SUMMARY

The Montana Supreme Court affirmed summary judgment for Chouteau County in a dispute over
whether the entire length of Lippard Road constituted a public county roadway. Applying the
framework from Reid v. Park County, the Court held that the record as a whole established the
contested section of the road as public and found no evidence that the County had abandoned it.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED



1. Whether the District Court properly applied the whole-record analysis from Reid v. Park County to

determine whether Lippard Road constituted a public roadway.

2. Whether the District Court properly determined that the entire length of Lippard Road, including the

contested section beyond the Section 26 and 27 intersection, constituted a public roadway.

HOLDINGS

1. The Reid analysis applies when the parties dispute whether a historically established county road was
validly created and the public record is old, incomplete, or uncertain; the district court properly

considered the record as a whole.

2. The entire contested section of Lippard Road extended past the Section 26 and 27 intersection to the

railroad right-of-way and was established as a public county road.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“We instead determined that a court should evaluate “the record taken as a whole” to determine whether a
public road had been created.” (926)

“A county road, once established, will remain public unless formally abandoned.” (38)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Sayers owns approximately 5,400 contiguous acres of mostly undeveloped farmland in Chouteau County,
through which Lippard Road runs. Historical petitions, road-viewer materials, county notices, maps, surveys,
and evidence of public use indicated that the County established Lippard Road in the 1910s and that the road
extended beyond the Section 26 and 27 intersection toward Lippard Station and a railroad right-of-way. County

personnel maintained the road, and members of the public used it to access locations near the Missouri River.
PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Sayers filed a 2010 complaint seeking a declaration regarding the public status of the portion of Lippard Road
beyond the intersection of Sections 26 and 27. The Twelfth Judicial District Court, Chouteau County, applied the
whole-record analysis from Reid v. Park County and granted summary judgment to Chouteau County. The
Montana Supreme Court affirmed.

DISPOSITION

affirmed
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