UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF
PENNSYLVANIA

Fowler v. Ogle

No. 3:25-CV-02180 (M.D. Pa. Mar. 20, 2026) - No. 3:25-cv-02180 - Decided March 20, 2026

SUMMARY

The United States District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania dismissed StevieRay
Fowler’s pretrial habeas petition under 28 U.S.C. § 2241. The court held that Fowler had not shown
exhaustion, a special need, or extraordinary circumstances warranting federal intervention in his

pending state criminal proceedings. The court also declined to issue a certificate of appealability.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether federal habeas corpus relief under 28 U.S.C. § 2241 is available to challenge pretrial detention

pending unresolved state criminal charges

HOLDINGS



1. Petitioners seeking habeas corpus relief prior to final conviction and sentence in state court may only
obtain such relief if they make a special showing of need and have exhausted state remedies, or if
extraordinary circumstances justify relief.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Petitioners seeking habeas corpus relief prior to final conviction and sentence in state court may only obtain
such relief if (a) they make 'a special showing of the need' for habeas corpus relief and have exhausted state
court remedies or (b) 'extraordinary circumstances' justify habeas corpus relief.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

StevieRay Fowler, incarcerated at York County Prison, sought habeas corpus relief challenging his pretrial
detention on a state charge of obstruction in the investigation of child abuse. He was represented by counsel, had

been arraigned, had bail set, and was awaiting a pre-trial conference in state court.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Petitioner filed a habeas corpus petition challenging his pretrial detention in state court on nine grounds. The

district court dismissed the petition.
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