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SUMMARY

Report and Recommendation in a Social Security disability appeal concerning whether the
Administrative Law Judge properly evaluated evidence underlying a Veterans Affairs disability
determination and whether the administrative record required further development. The court
recommends affirming the Commissioner’s decision, finding that the ALJ’s residual functional
capacity assessment and non-disability determination were supported by substantial evidence. The
recommendation was issued subject to objections under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 72(b).
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DISPOSITION other

PROCEDURAL POSTURE Social Security claimant sought judicial review under 42 U.S.C. §
405(g) of the Commissioner's denial of disability insurance benefits.
The magistrate judge issued a Report and Recommendation
recommending affirmance of the Commissioner's decision.

STANDARD OF REVIEW The court reviews whether the Commissioner's decision is supported
by substantial evidence and whether the applicable legal standards
were followed. Substantial evidence is such relevant evidence as a
reasonable mind might accept as adequate to support a conclusion; if
substantial evidence supports the denial, the court must affirm even if
substantial evidence could support a contrary result.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the ALJ properly considered the medical evidence underlying the VA's prior disability
determination, including a medical evaluation stating that Plaintiff's headaches caused significant
disability.

2. Whether the ALJ erred by failing to fully and fairly develop the administrative record or by formulating
the residual functional capacity without a medical opinion corresponding precisely to that RFC.

3. Whether the Commissioner's denial of benefits was supported by substantial evidence and consistent
with applicable law.

HOLDINGS

1. The ALJ did not err in considering the medical evidence underlying the VA's disability determination.
Although the VA disability rating itself was not binding or persuasive under the Social Security
framework, the ALJ considered the underlying medical evidence, including the evaluation by Dr. Rivero.

2. The ALJ did not err by failing to further develop the record, and an RFC need not correspond precisely
to a physician's medical opinion when it is supported by a combination of objective medical and
nonmedical evidence.

3. The Commissioner's denial of benefits was supported by substantial evidence and contained no
reversible error; affirmance was therefore recommended.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“Substantial evidence is “such relevant evidence as a reasonable mind might accept as adequate to support a
conclusion.”” (at 3)

“The foundation of the ALJ's RFC does not have to be a physician's medical opinion, so long as the ALJ
sufficiently “make[s] a connection between the evidence relied on and the conclusion reached.”” (at 8)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Jordan G. alleged disability based on physical and mental impairments, including lumbar-spine fracture
residuals, scoliosis and spinal degeneration, adjustment disorder, PTSD, depression, ADHD, migraines, and
substance-use disorder. He alleged disability beginning June 30, 2020, but his insured status ended September
30, 2021. The ALJ found that he could perform a restricted range of light work and, based on vocational-expert



testimony, could perform jobs such as merchandise marker, collator operator, and housekeeping cleaner. Plaintiff
challenged the ALJ's treatment of evidence underlying a VA disability determination and argued that the ALJ
failed to fully develop the record.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Plaintiff filed a Title II application for disability insurance benefits alleging disability beginning June 30, 2020.
The application was denied initially and on reconsideration; after an August 23, 2023 hearing, the ALJ issued an
adverse decision on October 3, 2023. The Appeals Council denied review, and Plaintiff filed this action. The
Report and Recommendation recommends affirming the Commissioner's decision and closing the case, subject
to objections under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 72(b).
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