
SUPREME COURT OF MISSISSIPPI

Hill v. Carroll County
17 So. 3d 1081 (Miss. 2009) · No. No. 2009-CA-00042-SCT · Decided September 24, 2009

SUMMARY

The Supreme Court of Mississippi considered whether res judicata barred a state-law negligence claim
against Carroll County after the plaintiff's federal civil-rights action arising from the same restraint and
transport of the decedent had been dismissed on summary judgment. The court held that all four
Mississippi res judicata identities were satisfied because the actions involved the same subject matter,
underlying facts, parties, and defendant character. The court affirmed the circuit court's summary
judgment for Carroll County.
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QUESTIONS PRESENTED

1. Whether the Carroll County Circuit Court properly granted summary judgment on the ground that res
judicata barred Hill's Mississippi Tort Claims Act negligence claim after the federal court had
adjudicated the related § 1983 action on the merits.

2. Whether the federal and state actions satisfied Mississippi's four res judicata identities: subject matter,
cause of action, parties, and quality or character of the person against whom the claim was made.

HOLDINGS

1. Res judicata barred Hill's state negligence claim because it arose from the same underlying transaction
as the previously adjudicated federal excessive-force claim and could have been brought in the prior
action.

2. All four required identities were present: the subject matter, cause of action, parties, and quality or
character of the defendant were identical in the federal and state actions.

KEY QUOTATIONS

“In Mississippi, the doctrine of res judicata requires four identities to be present before it applies: (1) identity
of the subject matter of the action; (2) identity of the cause of action; (3) identity of the parties to the cause of
action; and (4) identity of the quality or character of a person against whom the claim is made.” (17 So. 3d at
1084-85)

“This event provides several possible theories of recovery, but only one cause of action.” (17 So. 3d at 1086)

“The Circuit Court of Carroll County properly granted summary judgment in favor of Carroll County based
on a finding of res judicata.” (17 So. 3d at 1087)

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

Carroll County deputies responded to a fight involving Debbie Loggins, restrained her with handcuffs and leg
restraints, and used a hog-tying technique after she resisted being placed in a squad car. Loggins continued
struggling during transport and was later found unresponsive and pulseless at the Grenada County Jail; she died
after being transported to a hospital. An autopsy attributed the death to excessive exertional activity with
changes of physical exhaustion and classified the manner of death as accidental. Hill brought a federal
excessive-force action and later a state negligence action based on the same restraint and transport conduct.

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Hill first sued Carroll County in the United States District Court for the Northern District of Mississippi under
42 U.S.C. § 1983, alleging that deputies used excessive force in restraining and transporting Loggins. The
federal district court granted Carroll County summary judgment and dismissed the federal action on May 13,
2008. Hill subsequently pursued a state-court negligence action arising from the same incident; the Carroll
County Circuit Court granted Carroll County summary judgment on December 8, 2008, concluding that res
judicata barred the claim. The Mississippi Supreme Court affirmed.

DISPOSITION



affirmed
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